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FOR MERCHANDISE.GET IN ~ : | — subject of reviews I must take this opportunity to thank everybody that has contributed to this issue and 
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UR . so soon. 
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. So what have I been up to?Well I worked my arse off at work doing twelve hour shifts for the 
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yone whe Likes ad music'’DRAGG ZINES FRACTURE | | BE W, AGING TIE LAS Manes September-and early October.A big thanks goes out to Michelle for enduring hours spent in record shops 


am 
ZINE said'lamn this is awesome. All the most beautiful and for the delightful company at gigs and also to Paula for the wonderful hospitality and 
parts of the Revelation roster all blended together.’ | DISTRIBUTION accommodation in Boston. Thanks for giving up your leaba (thats bed in Irish!)Then I swore I would take 
47 STITCHES - closer than you think MCD - 25738 [ANYONE WILLING TO HELP |» awhile off from the zine but alas my fingers got-itchy so I never really took a break from issue 1 to issue 
The 5 piece are back with T mew tracks of their chunky | OUT WITH DISTRIBUTION d 2 and even wrote some of the reviews while travelling around America. 
melodic, street hardcore punk sounds, rea with Same ‘ / PLEASE GET IN TOUCH. ‘ Just before I do go, Andy from Imbalance wrote to me expressing his desire for a quick 
ae 


yorais and plent : Oe sing Slones. TRis w. fer sure : ‘ ae explanation regarding a section of the interview we ran in the last issue.Regarding the question on the 
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xxxSHAY MURPHYxxx 


I'm writing this in response to the article 
Stuart Clark (Hot Press) wrote: about 
straight edge ‘It's Great When You're 
Straight...Not!" 

Straight Edge is NOT a new variant of 
hardcore ~ if you actually looked at 
www.straight-edge.com, like . you 
mentioned in the article you would have 
seen “...it developed as. an offshoot of 
the punkrock/hardcore scenes of the 
early 1980..”.Utah is not a strong hold 
for straight edge, its wide spread: across 
the US. The Utah (or Salt Lake City) 
incidents are isolated incidents and also 
were. carried out. by militant-straight 
edgers, the type of straight edge that 
other straight edgers distance themselves 
from. In fact those, incidents go against. 
all that straight edge stands for. 

The bands: you mentioned” are NOT 
straight edge, in fact’ Blood: for Blood 
and Skarhead: are well known for their 
drinking!!! If you are going to mention 
straight edge bands try Earth’ Crisis, 
Snapease, Trial or Ten Yard Fight. 
Victory Records is NOT a straight edge 
label, it just has a few straight edge 
bans.As [an Glasper (bassist, not 
vocalist) with Stampin’ Ground (not 
Stomping), said ‘straight edge is like a 
religion’ - it's a devotion, a way to live 
your life. When people choose to better 
themselves, with no harm to others, why 
because of a few unfortunate incidents 
does the whole thing get put down and 
criticised. Straight edge was little known 
here up to now, but after your article it 
will be associated with something bad, 
and people will get the wrong idea about 
it, 

There are three types of straight edge: 


Straight Edge — non-drinkers/ smokers/ 
drugs. 

Hardline Straight Edge - non-drinkers/ 
smokers/ drugs, no casual sex, vegan. 
Militant Straight Edge - more a gang 
thing than straight egde. 


I'm Hardline Straight Edge, but all, my 
friends aren't, I go out to the pul with 
them, because the main idea betiind 
straight edge is to repect yourself, but 
also to respect others beliefs.It doesn't 


matter to me which way they choose to , 
live their live because it’s their choice. I» 


don't try to stop them from drinking just 
like they don't try to get me drinking. 

As Straight Edge band 'One King Down’ 
said in one of their songs"...1 make this 
choice for me and no other human.....My 
interest doesn't lie on whats in your 
glass,...I'm only concerned with whats in 
your heart." 

Comparing straight edge to a bunch of 
Nazi racists like Skrewdriver is 
ridiculous. Skrewdriver stood for racism 
while straight edge stands for respect ~ 
wheres the comparision? 


<<<DECKY SKEHAN>>> 


Ya I know what you’re thinking, another 
boring piece of shit column that’s just in 
to use up space and the only reason you 
are reading this is because you have read 
every other part of this fanzine and this is 
all that’s left. Weil you may be right as 
this is just a forum for me to rant and: 
rave and vent my spleen against all the 
shit that’s pissing me off at this moment 
in time, and if I achieve anything from 
this it-is hopefully to cause a reaction 
from you that makes you: sit’ up. and 
actually write back saying that’! talk a 
load of bollox or you might just go out 
and start doing something for the scene. 
The first thing that gets to me is that for 
all the unity and togetherness that the 
hardcore. scene portrays. there is an 
underlying bitterness and bitchiness 
about certain bands and certain people 
that is just getting to me. Don’t get me 
wrong the main reason I got into 
hardcore is the whole unity and 
acceptance of people at the various 
shows I have been to in London over the 
last year or so which J did not experience 
at this level at the more metal gigs I went 
to before(ya I’m a metalhead that has 
now turned hardcore). I still go to metal 
gigs and punk and hardcore ~ hell any 
band that appeal to me really as there is 
nothing I really won’t listen to as long as 
they are honest in what and why they 
play what they do. But having now been 
in the scene it’s apparent that there is an 
‘old crew’ V’s ‘new crew’ type thing 
going on and a lot of the older crowd are 
very weary and untrusting ‘of the ‘new 
kids’ and the reason they are getting into 
hardcore. Like it’s all a trend at the 
moment and the metal kids are only here 
coz it’s the cool place to be and shit. And 
you can’t be hardcore if you don't have a 
X,Y, and Z first albums and shit from 
when most of these kids were still 
playing in shorts on the green in front of 
their houses.And don’t think I am a 15 
year old kid fighting back. I’m 25 and 
I'd rather kids got into hardcore for 
maybe the wrong reasons at the start but 
actually learned something from the 
scene and stayed and put something back 
into it down the line. As much as we all 
love the fact that the hardcore scene is 
underground and that it’s ours and that 
it's survived this long without mass 
exposure and stuff ~ it still needs to grow 
and become stronger ~ next tithe you are 
at a gig look around and see how many 
faces you recognize from the last time 
and then look at the next gig ~ no new 
faces just the same old people which 
means the same amount of tickets and 
albums being sold which does the bands 
no good and ultimately no one will 
replace these people when they leave and 
the scene just dies. Also what gets to me 
is the amount of people that just support 
the big American bands and _ totally 
ignore the brilliant talented bands on 


your doorstep that could really do with 
your help and support. Well that’s my 
shit for this issue so if you want to write 
back — do, but I’d rather you went out 
and supported more gigs, bought more 
stuff from the bands and maybe even 
started: up-a band with a few mates and 
just have fun. 


xdeckyx 
skehad@ gatwick.geco-prakla.slb.com 


Since this: is our first’ column: section I 
was.. a: little unsure: of: what ‘to write 
about.! -was also very. annoyed by the 
Hot. Press’ article «and also: wrote. a 
response: mainly: pointing out the glaring 
mistakes within: the. piece.-Although my 
words would not have been'as strong due 
the fact that I’m not straight edge, Shay 
hit my. ‘nail’ on the head: in his: piece’ so 
instead V’ll take: this space: to’ promote 
some: of the’ positive ‘activity. within. the 
Irish: scene. The Irish underground: scene 
has never’. been’ better. Bands.’ are 
springing: up ‘all over: the place’ playing 
every style: imagineable and releases are 
coming thick’ and: fast.Fanzines, have 
started to re-appear having lost their way 
in the last few years.New. gig promoters 
have emerged and are doing a fine job 
while the old ones: have miraculously 
stuck to their tasks’ of bringing in’ some 
of the best bands on: ‘the worldwide 
scene.And last but not least people have 
started to get off their Coronation’ Street 
watching arses and head down. to. see 
these gigs and bands. Still there is always 
toom for improvement(Issue #1: of this 
zine will testify to: that) and. there: is 
always room for new: faces. If you're’ not 
a regular gig goer but are reading this’! 
urge you to pay a visit: and ‘support. as 
many gigs as you can.The atmosphere: is 
so friendly that): T:-would. have: no. 
hesitations about heading off to a gig on 
my own, Places like’ An Phoenix in Cork 
and Slattery’s in: Dublin’ ‘will ‘always 
welcome a new face’ and salute a tegular 
one.(If you haven’t:been ‘for ages you're 
missing out on. some of the healthiest 
times so dust off the: footwear and show 
up). I’m not’ just” talking about | the 
hardcore ‘gigs: either because I’ve: found 
the same atmosphere: at recent punk: and 
metal gigs too.(Although: the: metal: gigs 
usually depend on the: venue because the 
S.F.X%. is -an-\ overpriced :-shithole:: for 
meeting people: where:.as..Templebar 
Music Centre, has:.the: bar: area’ which is 
always a -good meeting: point): Luckily 
trying to sell the zine at gigs: hasn’t been 
too labourous except for a few peple who 
chose not’ to’ part. witha. pound” even 
though I’m covering the bands that were 
printed across’: their t-shirts. Anyway 
that’s their choice: anid at least they. were 
at the gig So hopefully VIF meet: them 
again and: change. their’. minds, 
eventually!! Fans of underground: music 
over here must be some’ of the 


most dedicated lot in Europe if not the 
world.If a band only plays Dublin the 
chances are you’ll meet people from all 
over the country who have travelled up 
at. great expense of money and 
time.Returning to work at 6 or 7 o'clock 
the following moming you'll know it’s 
all been worth itA couple of good 
distros are knocking about too and any 
of the labels (and some of the 
underground music shops) will do 
mailorder so go support them.A good 
thing I always found handy was if a 
friend of yours buys some record,head 
out and buy a different one.Whats the 
point in all your friends listening to the 
same record for weeks when you could 
all be swapping around?I know record 
labels would not agree fully with that but 
at least the listenership is growing and 
bands are getting recognised.Write to 
distros, use mail order and smile! 


Support your Scene!! 


Check out: www.thumped.com 


KNUCKLEDUST, 2000 STRONG, 
D.S.FA. 

The Rosetta Bar Belfast, N. Ireland 

4th December 1999. 


After more than seven hours of 
travelling, we'd seen three train stations, 
300 miles, and several taxis before we 
arrived at the Rosetta Bar, tired from the 
long trip, fired up and ready to rock, but 
several hours early. Because we'd come 
so far just for a show, I think I expected 
a lot from all three’ bands, and I was 
more than in the mood for what I got. 
The Rosetta Bar is in a_ less-than- 
desirable part of Belfast, right in the 
heart of LVF territory, but it is a 
surprisingly nice venue that seems to 
take very good care of bands that play 
there. We wasted no time in drowning 
ourselves in booze, passing the few 
hours we had to kill in the warm, cosy 
lounge downstairs from the club. 

I think that Americans are not 
alone in their misconceptions of what 
Belfast is like. My _ travelling 
companions, Joe and Eoin from Cork, 
and the guys from Knuckledust seemed a 
little bit apprehensive about the locale 
(not so much Joe, since he’d been there 
just a few weeks earlier), but all were 
pleasantly surprised. I’m not sure if it 
was the fact that I’d been to Belfast a few 
times before ({ almost moved there and 
am still thinking of it for the future), 
before the cease-fire when there still 
troops all over the streets as- well as 
afterward, when there were American 
tourists. all over the place, looking as if 
they: were. expecting Beirut or East 
Timor, or my partial ignorance of what 
actually went on and goes on there, but I 
wasn’t all that worried. There was no 


need for any concern regardless ~- Belfast 
is still a town like any other, though 
remarkably and eerily dead for a 
Saturday night. 

DSFA from Northern Ireland, 
formerly known as Dissent, opened the 
night with a set of short, heavy-as-fuck 
tunes complemented by Paul’s gruff 
vocals, the sort that most youngsters 
couldn’t possibly duplicate if they tried. 
I'd heard good things about them and, 
coupled with the high expectations I had 
for the night after taking such trouble to 
get there, they were far from a letdown. 
They also threw in, just for homage and 
good measure, their Cro-Mags cover that 
appears on the recent tribute album 
released by Blackfish Records. And, if 
you ask me, a Cro-Mags cover is kind of 
like saying “Amen” at the end of your 
prayers. 

Wicklow’s 2000 Strong were 
up next, playing their second show since 
their second vocalist, Aidan Monaghan, 
moved over to the other side of the pond 
(Aidan, we miss you!). The band has 
been making a name for themselves all 
over England and Ireland and, after 
opening for Sick of it All in Dublin last 
September, possibly a reputation in the 
US as well; any praise bestowed upon 
them is well deserved. 

Though most of its members 
also play in the more metallic band 
Residence, 2000 Strong actually looked 
a bit lonely up there without Aidan, and 
their first song, “Acetone”, doesn’t really 
work without him. Bassist Karol filled in 
on vocals, but it just didn’t seem the 
same ~ the vocal force for this song 
especially depends on the mixture of 
Aidan’s voice with Anthony’s, and the 
chemistry between them. 

However, the rest of the set 
went off without a hitch, and their own 
anthem, “2000 Strong” had me beaming 
ear-to-ear with pride ~ I smell a hit, 
dammit. I've been a fan of both 
Residence and 2000 Strong for the past 
couple of years now, and I’m still 
amazed at what a goddamn gem these 
guys are. With Anthony Hind’s energy 
and positive altruism, lan’s metal 
heritage, Karol’s goofy antics, and 
Julie’s focused beats, 2000 Strong play 
an old-school-meets-metallic-new-school 
hardcore that might even leave one 
wondering why they are not more 
renowned internationally. I know I 
wonder why. 

With the first two bands tough 
enough to follow, London’s Knuckledust 
more than managed to keep the 
momentum going and displayed an 
energy I have rarely seen matched by 
anyone. Vocalist Pierre backflipped off 
the stage and was all over the club, 
standing on tables in the back of the 
room while guitarist Wema performed 
Angus Young-esque cock-rock-metal 
guitar swings that must be rehearsed in 
front of the mirror to be quite so perfect. 


With Ray’s relentiess drumming, Nic’s 
adeptness on bass, and the zeal and talent 
of the aforementioned Pierre and Wema, 
Knuckiedust are not only a tight unit, 
they are a fucking force to be reckoned 
with. Take a little bit of 25 Ta Life’s 
music, add vocals almost reminiscent of 
Integrity’s Dwid, throw in a dash of 
Madball, then reach back and grab a 
smidgin of someone like Breakdown, 
spoon in some old schoo! fast punk, 
speed it all up, and you still won’t have 
Knuckledust, but you might be close. 
This was their first time playing in 
Ireland, but if | have anything to do with 
it (and thankfully, I do) this will not be 
their last. 

Not only was I primed and in 
the mood for-something heavy and loud, 
but the bands were all ready to deliver 
what turned out to be over and above my 
expectations. It’s a show like this that 
reminds me of why I got into hardcore, 
and why I can’t even try to break away 
from it. As much as the whole pop-punk- 
melodic thing is growing on me, there 
isn’t anything that can possibly compare 
to the cathartic nature of a true hardcore 
show: the sweat, the energy, the 
camaraderie, and that distinct ringing in 
my ears that lasts for days. I suppose 
that, now that I don’t get to see as many 
strictly hardcore shows, [ appreciate 
them a lot more than I ever have, but I 
think my deprivation did little to colour 
my commendations ~ they were 
definitely earned. 

The turnout at the show, however 
disappointing, only served to prove the 
sheer dedication of the bands to what 
they do. I feel a twinge of pride at how 
far all of us, especially Knuckledust ~ 
who left at 9:00 the previous night to get 
there — travelled, and how little it seemed 
to matter that hundreds of people didn’t 
show up. It’s a small crowd like that, a 
dedicated group of people who are there 
for the same reasons, for the reasons that 
we all got into hardcore, that tests a 
band’s mettle, 

Greatness is not determined by how well 
a band plays in front of 2000 people, but 
by how they play in front of an almost 
empty room; greatness does not come 
with success, it has to be there from the 
start. Success is meaningless without 
energy-and dedication, and I don’t care if 
it’s cliché to say so, but that’s why 
hardcore and its status as independent 
music has survived so long and will 
survive longer. In itself, hardcore is 
cliché, but what isn’t? We have, I hope, 
all risen above being prosaically one- 
sided, developing ourselves in other 
areas of our lives, but when it comes to 
hardcore, we are all a litde bit of a 
caricature, and that’s okay with me. At 
least there’s a place for all of us. 


Contact: 8thdeadlysin @chickmail.com 
Check out : 
www. sparechangemagazine.com 


New Jersey hardcore mob One 4 One have just released 
“Seven Year Circa” an album packed full of anger,passion and 
ten tonne riffs. The press release bldly states “...it’s influenced 
as much by Sick Of It All and Hatebreed as it is by Cradle of 
Filth and Dimmu Borgir”. What kind of twisted, distorted dark 
image that conjures up is left to the imagination but vocalist 
Dan Murray is very keen on such comparisons “I take that as 
a serious compliment.Those are all amazing bands.My 
favourite band is Cradle of Filth so 1 guess it shows in our 
music”.And yes to an extent it does show especially in the 


Box 


TEN POINT RULE 


For the past year and a half one band has been constantly 
raging against the preverbial machine down in the streets of 
Cork like nobody’s business.Content on beating listeners with 


RPP, P.O. 


keyboard laden intro of “Ruins of Chagrin” and the evil guitar 
work that dominates’ songs’ such as “Walk Away” and 
“Tomorrows Dawn”.Even: though One 4 One have ben 
around since 1995 they are relatively unknown in this neck of 
the woods but all'that could be about the change due to the 
fact that the band have managed to settle the line up “Well this 
line up got together after the countless number of other line 
ups I had didn’t work out....from the beginning of One 4 One 
(1995) till about a year and a half ago we basically got nothing 


one song after another energetic is a word that cannot be used 
enough to describe their live performance.Even with their 
short existance the band have amassed over sixty gigs 
supporting touring bands such as Stampin’? Ground and 
Abhinanda as well as sharing the stage with the majority of 
Irish hardcore, metal and punk acts. The fact that the band 
have played with such diverse styles is well documented in 
their unique sound which has everything bar the old kitchen 
sink. Every base is touched,every, stone overturned from metal 


done at all”. The line up now consists of Dan (vocals),Dave 


~ ‘ 
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Voice of a Generation played their debut Irish gig 
recently when they supported Dropkick Murphys 
in Cork.The. band: plays: a. very energetic;balls 
out,no. nonsense style of classic punk rock.Being so 
impressed by them I had to hear-some words ,so 
myself,Charlie ‘Voice(vocals obviously). and. Kim 
Belly(guitar):. all. sat’ down around “the broken 
glass,broken furniture and knackered barstaff for 
a chat.Interview by Trevor Meehan. 


Who are Voice of a Generation? 
C:We are a five piéce punk rock group from 
Sweden.I’m Charlie Voice on lead vocals and we’ve 
got... 

‘Kim Belly...guitar. 
C:We’ve got 212 on guitar as well,we’ve got fat 
Simon Riddle playing bass... 
K...trying to play the bass.. 
C:.and drummer El Diablo from Spain..a cute 
looking motherfucker! : 


So how does your story go? 

C:We started off late ‘96 or something like that and 
from the beginning it was me,El Diablo and Simon 
Riddle.We started off just for the fun of it and it 
sounded like shit. 

K:You tried to play bass. 

C:Yeah,] tried to play bass and I’d never held a bass 
guitar in my life, but later on we finally did one song 
which was pretty good,but we needed a good 
guitarist so we got hold of Kim Belly, former football 
player.He was lighter at that time and a real good 
footballer. 

T:Who did you play for? 

K:Stockholm 

T:So you’re into football then?Are Sweden going to 
beat Poland and do England a massive favour? 

C:We are going to try.I’m sure Sweden will try to 
win the game.It’s prestigé(to go undefeated in the 
group.(mote-Sweden won the match 2-0. giving 
England a play. off place and throwing them a 
lifeline.) 

T:ls Swedens star player Henrik,Larsson? 

C:No;I_ would say Freddie Ljungberg who plays for 
Arsenal.He’s the hottest player for Sweden right 
now.He’s gonna be even better because he’s young 
too. 

T:Getting back to the story. What have you released? 
C: We've released two full length eds,the first one 
was “Classic Stupidity’ which was released in 
November ‘97.Our latest full length was released in 
May of this year and it’s called “Obligations to the 
Odd”.We’ve also released one e.p. called “Odd 


Generation” and we’ve got a couple of 7 inches on 
different labels. 


What do you have to offer? 

C:The live part of us. We love to play live. We give it 
our all.We. got more ‘than we ‘expected’ tonight. We 
played in: London two days ago and ‘the promoters 
fucked up.We had to go:on first‘of four bands and 
there was no-one there. 

T:Who went’on after you other than'the Dropkicks? 
C:Assert and D.0.A.? 

T:D.O:A. from Canada?Are they. still going? 
C:Yeah,but the promoters had said the doors were 
opening at 8' o'clock but. they opened at 6!,and we 
went ‘on.at..6.30!We had the sound ‘guy,the light 
guy,our record label and the. bar staff but we played a 
great show! ‘ 


Did you enjoy the gig here tonight? 

C:First time in Ireland. and.I-love’ it. This’ was 
unbelievable,one- of our: -best~-shows~-ever.Nice 
people,nice place.Not many people. had heard of us 
but they were all into it anyway.Okay to get back to 
the: question:.-our records are good too,catehy’ pink 
rock like The Clash versus The Undertones. 


K:We’re not a political punk rock group telling 
people what to do or shit like that... 
C:..we want people to have fun. 


Whats it like being in Voice of a Generation? 

C:As for myself it’s great.Great fun being out on 
tour... 

K:..yeah getting to play live..we’ve no really big 
plans for the band. We’ ve all got jobs so we'll have to 
see how that works out.But so far everything is 
working out fine. 

T:So what jobs do you work at? 

C:P'm studying right now.I used to work for Sidekick 
Records for three years. 

K:I work in a brewery,Simon Riddle puts on shows 
in our home town and El Diablo,well,he works too. 


Have you mich touring done? 

K:This is our second: tourOur: first was with 
Millencolin . in Europe.We. have toured 
Scandinavia.This is our second last date of the 
Dropkicks tour. 

C:We’ve had a great reactiothroughout Europe but 
our friends in Bombshell Rocks had told us Ireland 
was fuckin’ unbelievable,so we really wanted to play 
here. 


T:Can we expect to see you back? 


C:Absolutely! We have some small plans to go out on 
tour with Bombshell Rocks.so maybe we could 
bring that over?If not to play,definitely to visit. love 
it here. 

K: We're going out with The Business in October but 
unfortunately that’s not coming over here. 


Tell me how you arrived at Sidekicks? 

K:We didn’t hook up with them from the 
beginning. We were on another label from our second 
gig onwards. 

C:Then Burning Heart wanted to start Sidekicks as 
their side label. They wanted a manager,which was to 
be me so | wanted VOAG on the label. We were the 
third band signed to the label-Sidekicks is great 
because we actually got Bombshell Rocks signed 
too. 

T:How did you manage that? 

C:We played with them in Sweden and were blown 
away by them.We got a tape from them and told 
Burning Heart to listen to it.Two weeks later they 
were signed up.Sidekicks has seven or eight bands 
now, 

T: What ones should we know about? 

C:Bombshell Rocks...Nine... 

K:..Skalatones...the ska band... 

C:Yeah but they suck... 

K: Yeah J gotta say that too! 


You’ve just released your new album.Are you 
happy with it? 

C:We’re pretty satisfied..cause we had a really short 
time in the studio and we were stressed out over that. 
KI think so..we’ve had good reviews and if you 
compare it to our first album we’re playing our 
instruments much better.We’re almost like a new 
band.We’re more powerful but still very 
melodic.Maybe that sounds strange but... 

C:..We have found our own sound on_ this 
record.Maybe we've found our line and we’re 
following it. 


So what’s your impression of freland? 

Some fucker shouts:Cork is the best place to play in 
the whole of Europe! 

K:I think our friend there got it right! 

C:Yeah he’s dead right! We loved it here..we will be 
back! 


How would you like to finish? 

C:I would like to say..buy Slayer records! 

T: Which ones? 

C:Seasons In The Abyss! 

K:I would like to say Ireland is great.Cheers Ireland! 


Contact: Voice Of A Generation c/o Kimmo 
Kirvesmaki , Engelbrekutsgatan 28 , 70212 Orebre, 
Sweden. 


A volatile mixture of hardcore vocals, 
metal guitars and their never ending 
battle of old school versus new school 
make 2000 Strong easily one of 
Treland’s leading underground 
bands. caught up with Aidan in 
Cork for a chat about the band, 
himself and the state of the Lrish 
scene.Interview by Trevor Meehan. 


Take a second to introduce the band. 
Aidan:Anthony Hind on vocals,myself 
on’ vocals,lan Lawless on guitar,Julie 
Doyle on drums and Karol Daly on 
bass. 


How did it all get started? 

A: Well it was really a project that Julie 
and:Ian started a while ago.They used 
to be called Slavestate.Anthony was the 
singer and they were doing a demo and 
I offered to do backing vocals and it 
turned out that I ended up being second 
vocalist.The night we recorded “Stand 
Your Ground” was actually the night I 
joined.The quality isn’t great but we 
got the songs out and that’s what we 
wanted.Karol joined at a later stage 
when our old bassist didn’t work out. 


Would I be correct in saying the 
name stands for the whole “unity” 
thing? 

A:Yeah definitely.Ian came up with it.It 
just means unity and __ standing 
together.Obviously we want to push the 
hardcore scene but if I see a punk or a 
skinhead up the front then that makes 
me:just-as happy as seeing a hardcore 
kid.Even alot of metal kids like us, 


because alot of them are looking for 
something else.We’re all on the same 
level,I love seeing different kinds of 
crowds at our shows. 

T:Jt has to be that way in Ireland for the 
gig scene to survive. 

A: Yeah it certainly does. 


Have you had a good response to 
“Stand Your Ground”? 

A:Very good,people even know the 
words!] don’t think other bands in 
Ireland encourage people to come up 
and sing.We encourage singalongs 
because it makes people feel more 
involved.The cd sold out more or 
less.We made enough money to record 
again,which will hopefully come out 
soon.It will have much better quality 
and be a better representation of the 
band.It’s going to be a split with some 
U.K. bands.We’ve had a good response 
from the U.K..The Stampin’Ground gig 
was good for us as it opened us up to 
different people that could help us like 
Ian Glasper who’s been great and we’re 
doing some stuff for him.It’s 
encouraging when you find people so 
close to home that are into the same shit 
as you ate into. The cd did what it was 
supposed to do. 


You’ ve been describing yourselves as 
a mix of Agnostic Front and 
Madball.But I hear a whole ‘88 style 
influence similar to say Floorpunch 
and a slight Comin’ Correct vibe 
too. Would you agree? 

A: Well I personally love ‘88 stlye 
hardcore,the whole youth crew stuff but 


I love the harder side too.It was an 
easier way to describe ourselves to 
people who wouldn’t really know the 
other styles of bands,bands like 
Bold,Gorilla Biscuits or Youth of 
Today or the more modern ones and 
new school stuff.lt was for people who 
might have heard Madball and thought 
“these guys are good” or their thrash 
metal brother might have had an 
Agnostic Front tape or something like 
that.We don’t want anyone to feel 
intimadated to come up and talk to us.] 
like when people come 

up and have a chat but I might not be 
always in the best of moods! 


The U.K. scene is buzzing but the 
Trish scene isn’t doing to badly itself 
at the moment.What Irish bands 
have impressed you? 

A:Ten Point Rule have it going 
on,they’re great.Ruffhouse are fuckin’ 
great.Dissent I really like.Skint are 
deadly,Stomach deserve much more 
success and notice than they 
get,Runnin’ Riot,Consume and on the 
industrial edge Brinskill Bombbeat are 
excellent, 


The gig scene is hotting up right 
now.Do you think we can expect 
more bands if the forthcoming gigs 
go well?Do you think bands realise 
that theres a healthy scene over here? 
A:They do want to come here but it’s a 
risk for a band on tour to go somewhere 
where they’re not certain things will 
work out.I think bands at the level of 
Stampin’ Ground are noticing the place 
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and starting to come over.People have 
to get off their arses and do something.I 
find alot of people will complain but do 
nothing about it.if we want bands to 
come over here we’ve got to write to 
them,do zines and make things 
happen.People should support 
bands,not every band ‘cos there’s times 
when I’m fuckin’ wrecked after work 
or I don’t have the time.I’m finding it 
hard to get time to do my second zine 
but hopefully it will come out. know 
bands who want to come over here but 
they don’t want to lose money.If you 
play the three or four shows like 
Medulla Nocte and Stampin’ Ground 
did, you'll do well.Of course a band 
like Sick of it All can come in and do 
one show even on a Wednesday night 
and people from all over the country 
will travel to see them. 


So. you spent sometime in 
America.Would you like to tell us a 
bit about that? 

A:Yeah I used to live in New 
York,California and Colorado.] 
travelled. around.I spent two years in 
the Bay Area in San Francisco,which 
was the most influencial time in 
hardcore terms for me.The scene was 
starting to grow,Powerhouse were 
starting to blow up,Redemption 87 
were pushing things,AFI were playing 
all the time. Then there was good bands 
like Model American, Downshift,Hoods 
and: Link 80.I got to hang out with 
some'cool people and was involved in a 
cool scene.I’m going back,probably for 
good.I love it over there,good vibe,nice 
weather.It’s good to travel and learn to 
grow up even though you should never 
fully grow up.You should try and stay 
young somewhat! 


You recently came in for a bit of shit 
on a message board from a person 
who knew Very little about hardcore , 
2000° Strong and. you as. an 
individualIt prompted a direct 
response from you.Did you even 
know this person?How did you feel 
after reading his message? 

A:To tell the truth I got mad after 
reading it.He took a personal attack on 
us which was pathetic’ because he 
doesn’t know us or never took the time 
to know us. What I really put it down to 
is either jealousy or maybe he doesn’t 
like hardeore.If he thinks I’m macho 


(or thinks any of us are mache) then 
I’m sorry because when I’m on stage 
I'm letting out aggression.1 vent myself 
on stage.He didn’t like the way we 
were dancing.We joke around on stage 
just like we do in regular life too.I just 
hope that after our replies he just 
thought about how stupid he was 
being,but if he and other people don’t 
like us then don’t come see us play. 


Getting back to the band. You have 
started playing “Crucified” live.Any 
particular reason other than the fact 
it’s a classic hardcore anthem? 

Avlt’s just a brilliant song.It’s a great 
singalong song.l know néarly every 
hardcore band does it and they do 
“Hard Times” and we do that too but 
it’s good to show people the. roots of 
hardcore anid why we got into a band. 
T:So it isn’t a filler in the set,ha ha? 
A:Shit no!Ssssshhhhh! 


What I enjoyed about your live set is 
the humour.Do you think bands take 
themselves way to seriously? 

AvI think bands take themselves way to 
seriously.Their faces would crack if 
they tried to smile When I’m not 


singing on stage then its jokes if Pm in 
the’ mood.(Note: One memorable one 
being “Does ‘anyone here know H20? 
Then can I get’some ‘cos: I’m fuckin’ 
gasping for a drink!Boom!Boom! -. or 
something to. that. affect’ -Trev).It is 
important to have fun.‘¢os when you go 
to a hardcore show ‘you want'to let out 
aggression but also have some. fun. It 
also lessens the. chance. of. fights 
breaking out. 


Away from the band what do you like 
to do? 

All love to draw. do the 2000 Strong 
artwork. would love to do tattoos.I like 
bowling.I hang out with’ my. friends.f 
work labouring on building’ sites,it’s 
hard work but I get decent’ pay andthe 
guys I work with are cool.J used to fuck 
around on skateboards) when:.J. was 
younger but not as much now, 


So what have you been listening to? 
A:Where Fear and Weapons Meet ~ 
album,Ten Yard Fight)..“The.. Only 
Way”,Blood for Blood — album,some 
old stuff like Judge and’: Gorilla 
Biscuits,Enya,Johnny Cash and Social 
Distortion. 


Where do 2000 Strong go from here? 
A:Keep  playing,having . fun. We’re 
doing a track on the Cro-Mags tribute 
cd on Blackfish Records. in the 
U.K.Thanks to Ian Glasper.We’ll be on 
a split ced on Skipworth, Records also in 
the U.K.,and that’s with. a: bunch of 
bands and should be. out. in: the, new 
year. 


Final comments? 

A:Thanks for the interview.Great to see 
someone else: doing:.a:.hardcore zine.I 
would like to say what’s up to everyone 
involved with. us all: and to. all my 
friends worldwide.See ya in the pit! 


And with: that::he® fecked back to 
America Best of luck Aidan. Hopefully 
we'll sée you again sometime soon. P.S 
2000 Strong are still going strong ~ if 
you pardon the pun! ~ Trev. 


Contact: 

2000 Strong ; c/o Ian Lawless, 
Trinity, Ashford, Co. Wicklow, 
Ireland. 

Or. ianlawless@hotmail.com 
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LIVE REVIEWS 


ALL OUT WAR/ STIGMATA / LENGTH OF TIME. 

THE UNDERWORLD:.CAMDEN. LONDON THURS. IST JULY. 

Originally a bill which should have consisted. of Blood for Blood: and Unite,this was 
tranformed into'a night for the’ exiveme side-of hardcore First up' fron Belgium’ was Length 
of Time. They. played a very dark and bleak style of hardedre. that was in total contrast to the 
smiles and unity displayed in their energetic set. They have pickéd up 4 good following from 
their previous visit targely dur to Rosse’s unique Voice which ranges front (actual) singing to 
growling (in a Vision Of Disorder Kirida way).A band that would be happy in both hardcore 
and thetal arid Well worth checking out.Stiginata (a late replaceinent for BAB) were next and 
given that they only had three days pratice and Reilly(vocals) was the only actual full time 
member of the band,they did very well.Playing a typical NYHC sound in the vein of Cro- 
Mags: atid Agnostic Front they were fast no frills old school with amazing groove.They 
blasted through as many songs as they could fit in and even finished with a Cro-Mags 
covei.Last but not least was NY's All Out War who in my dpinion are one of the best 
extreme hardcore outfits arourid at the moinent. They have the intensity of Earth Crisis and 
Integrity and their sound is not unlike either of those two.Playing mostly tracks from the 
“or Those Who Were Crucified” the songs were’ as cruching live as they are on cd. They 
really’ got th pit going and the relentless’ pace continued throughout the gig - which says alot 
in'thé heat of The Underworld.Like Length OF Time, (Rosse joined in for a number of 
songs) they have the appeal of metal and hardcore which can only fead to their rise.All the 
bands really went for it and made up for the dissappointment of Blood for Bloods no 
show.(DS) 


ENSIGN / IMBALANCE /IGNORAMUS. 

THE. UNDERWORLD..CAMDEN..LONDON FRIDAY 20TH AUGUST. 
Coincidentally the same night as my bisthday and I could not think of a better way of 
spending it ~ watching 3 great bands play positive hardcore that can’t fail to leave you with 
a smilé‘on your face. Local band Ignoramus hit the stage first and although they have only 
been. togettier for a very short time and Have only played a handful of gigs you can even see 
the potential now. They play hardcore in the Sick Of It All / Madball vein good thumping 
hardcore riffs with a tight shythm section backing it up with great and confident vocal 
delivery to top it off. It was my first time seeing them but it certainly won’t be my last -- 
Gnes to watch. Next was Imbalance... one of my favorite bands on the hardcore scene at the 
titortiént’ who just get better every time I see them: Playing tracks from the excellent 
“Spouting Rhetotic™ album they just set about playing with an urgency and energy that I 
have ‘iever seen from them before. Both the crowd and band played off each other which 
just. spurred-both on ever more. Every song was played to perfection but to me the stand out 
tracks’ tonight were “Spouting Rhetoric”, “The Money Trap” , “Bus Ride” and an excellent 
“Mutual Respect”, One.of the best bands on the scene at the moment and they deserve to be 
way bigger; Buy the album or go see them live now - you won't be disappointed. Finally 
the Headliners Ensign took to the stage to the theme tune to Halloween. And I must admit 
that save for a couple of songs I had never heard then befdre:so.t really had no idea what to 
expect: What fallowed was one of the best sets. 1 have ever seen. The. band and crowd went 
mad. The enetey levels generated could power London Yor the night. I just love bands like 
this: pute positive hardcore ‘and ya they do sound a tot fike Sick Of It All ~ which is not 
surprising ‘sifice' thé are like big brothers to Etisign: and’ Lou:Koller. also: appears. on the 
atbum'“Cast the First Stone” which ‘mast of tonight’s set comes from and: also a few old 
oties from the “Direction’ of Things to Come” album. For me the sorigs which stick in my 
head and consideting [had never heard them before just proves how good they are were “15 
Years”: “Pale Horse” and “The Road Less Traveled”. The whole gig was to me what 
hardcore is af! about and I left the venue with such a positive feeling of togethemess and 
unity: that T was on a buzz for the rest of the weekend.(DS) 


DROPKICK MURPHYS/VOICE OF A GENERATION/RUNNIN’ 
RIO T/SECTION 8, 

AN SPAILPIN FANACH...CORK....SAT 12TH SEPT. 

Cant say [caught fnush-of Section 8s set as 1 was busy terrotizing people into buying the 
zing but What I did‘ catch was a few songs of their alf things American punk inspired 
blasts. Not bad and will get even better over tine Having witnessed Runnin’ Riots dragging- 
you-backwards down an alley assault when. they played with the Dropkicks in Slatterys 


was welf up for some more. With the addition of a second guitarist they were as mean as 
ever delivering song after song from their “Reclaim the Streets” album with “Divide & 
Conquer” and “Judge Jury & Executioner” being particularly nasty.Another great set by the 
Northeren Irish lads, Voice of a Generation arrived in Ireland with the minimum of people 
familiar with thier name and sound Big difference after the first couple of songs when a fair 
sprinkling of people got up bopping along to their no nonsense punk rock and at the end of 
their set tey had won over many a new fan myself included.On came the Dropkicks and 
preceeded to (drop) kick ten thousand buckets of sweat out of the crowd Playing all the 
crowd favourites from their pvo albums , “Get Up” was particularly lively as was the 
closing “Skinhead on the MBTA"and everybody went home happy after one of the craziest 
pigs I've ever been at. How the P.A. didn’t tumble down on our heads I'll never know? Well 
done to Conor for organising such a legendary gig.(TM) 


SICK OF IT ALL/2000 STRONG 

TEMPLEBAR MUSIC CENTRE...DUBLIN....WED 15TH SEPT. 

This was going to be Aidan’s last show with 2000 Strong and to be opening up for the kings 
of hardcore made it even more. special_As usual the Wicklow lot put on an excellent show, 
the bartier not stopping Aidan’ and Anto. from. getting the crowd-on vocals during. favourites 
like “Stand Your Ground”, “2000 Strong” and “AJ Qut War" Another great show from the 
guys.Sick Of It All were finally’ playing Ireland, it, was a long time coming! As expected the 
NY boys put on an excellent show, they are a band you just have t6 see live — the Koller 
brothers and Craig ranning around the stage {ike mad men. They: played al! the favourites 
like “Us. V's Them”, “Injustice System”, “Scratch The Surface”, “Goad Lookin’ Out”, “Let 
Go", “Potential For A Fall” and of course “Busted” with Craig on vocals. They played for 
just over ai hour and tel most of the crowd in awe. The Kings’ of hardcore had finally 
played Ireland! We sieed tore hardcore shows like this, lets hope this is start of more to 
come and let’s hope Sick Of It All return soon.(SM) 


SNAPCASE / NINE /RAGING SPEEDHORN. 

HIGHBURY GARAGE... LONDON...FRI 17TH SEPT. 

Fiest tip was: Raging Speedhoi....A band: that brought to mind fron Monkey and Medulla 
Noote but sadly tot as good ‘as either. I don’t know much about them but if you have twin 
vocalists then you' should try and use thei and’ have some variety. They have one'or two 
good songs but too many mediocre ones at the moment, Next was Nine from Sweden ~ 
totally refreshing hardcore in: the Refused vain with a guitar sound that was total Quicksand. 
They have some great songs especially “Getting It Out” "This Have To Be My 
Masterpiece” and the brilliant “Without Questioning”. The singer it has to be said really 
needs medication as he is 4 complete nutter’ great to watch and a great live band. Finally, 
Snapeasé have. imade it to England anid boy, they did not disappoint. It's been two years 
since. the last album but the: sofigs. sounded so fresh and killer tonight it was unreal... With the 
new album dut in January (Designs For Automotion”) they played about four or five sorigs 
from it and. ECan’ fell ‘you’ now: it’ is the best Snapease music “yet. You will not be 
disappoitited, The iew-albuin will surely be one the albunis of next year, They really blasted 
through the songs: tonight and really’ went for tt: You could not really fault:the performance 
anid’ think they:are dne’of the best hardedte bands’ around at the moment. ‘They will be back 
somtietinie tiv'the New Year and 1 waiild not reeatimnerid missing theni.(DS) 


DROPKICK MURPHYS/BLOOD FOR BLOOD/ BEERZONE/ 


BOVVER WONDERLAND. 

NOTRE DAME HALL..BOSTON....FRI 25TH SEPT. 

When’ you've been walking the streets of Boston all day,drigging shopping bags and a 
backpack, it’s gouna take some mighty special bands to keep you on your feet.Sadly we 


arrive a little late to find that Reach The Sky have played due to the cancellation of 
Slapshot.Fuck says I but at least we have four more bands to see. The first of that four has 
Just arrived on stage and 1 can’t quite catch their name but going by the flyer I guess it’s 
Bowver Wonderland. The three piece start playing and immediately its plain to see what 
they’re about.Jt's that SoCal punk sound you all love kids..right?No not right...cemember 
when I said it was going to take something special to keep me on my tired feet..well the 
table behind me was fairly comfortable to sit on!1 was not impressed at al! but thats me and 
besides some of the crowd liked ‘em.Next up was the gas Scottish collective known as 
Beerzone. Now who inspired them to that name? Anyway they were fierce crack challenging 
the crowd to a drinking competition in the pub across the road,insulting America and acting 
the right gobshites. However when you've got a thick (down from the Highlands) Scottish 
brog it might be worth remembering that when in America no one will grasp what the fuck 
you are saying.Oh yeah (isn’t there supposed to be music involved here somewhere) they 
played some stomping Oi drenched foctball terrace chanting punk rock too and treated us to 
delightful covers of “Ace of Spades” and “Altemative Ulster” which naturally got some 
outrageous floor action going. Well the Yanks went for ‘em judging by the numbers that 
Aocked to their merchandise table to. buy tshirts It was a pity they had delivery problems 
with their records ‘cos they would iave gone down well too and many a beer could have 
been drank that night.I was getting excited and the feet had healed fast as Blood for Blood 
clambered onstage complete with home town mob and all. The slow grinding riff of “No 
Tomorrow” started the pit warming up as Buddha left out an unmerciful howl of “Here we 
go!”The gang vocals (about 1000 people) of “Blood for Blood” sent the goosebumps into 
overdrive and the adrenaline began to pump.Quickly smashing into “Cheap Wine”,the boys 
were unstoppable even with the addition of their new drummer whose name I didn’t catch 
(Mike Mahoney having left the building) roaring through the likes of “Bitch Called Hope”, 
“Stilt Fucked Up” and “Wasted Youth Crew” with all guns blazing. The crowd was going 
nuts with lots of back up vocals, stage diving and crowd surfing. If they’re playing anywhere 
near you soon head along but be prepared.My third time seeing the mighty Murphys in 
about eight months and they never fail to impress. The eerie sounds of “Foggy Dew” drifts 
out from the stacks and I felt like I was in a trad. pub back home. The place goes silent as the 
lone bagpiper (possibly Joe Delaney) marches on stage bellowing the intro to “Do or 
Die”’.He’s quickly joined by the rhythm section and the scratchy guitar of Rick Barton as 
the place erupts. The usual Dropkicks set list of classic street punk anthems are delivered as 
livelier than ever but for me the highlight was when the bagpiper re-emerged for a moving 
version of the moody “Wheel of Misfortune”.Add in the ripping cover of The Clashs’ “Guns 
of Brixton” and the 400 strong (honestly) stage invasion (some sight as the band played on ) 
for the closing “Skinhead on the MBTA” .This was a momentous occasion for punk and 
hardcore.(TM). 


CANDIRIA/ E-TOWN CONCRETE /DEVLIN / 

CBGB’S...NEW YORK... WED 29TH SEPT. 

Pfek are identical to Sevendust Big riffs and'the vocals that alternate: between-deep ‘growls 
and screams. Their first song wasn’t too bad but I was more in awe of my first visit to this 
legendary venue than their brief set Next up was Devlina band I knew nothing about but 
they picked up their instruments’ doning sharp suits'and even sharper haircuts.Opening with 
a-song called “Funeral” their sound ‘ig.a fairly unique-bléend of Quicksand/Refiised guitars 
and gothic style atmospheric keyboards.Not bad. But obviously of the four bands on show E- 
Town and Candiria were the ones not only I but almost everyone else had come to see.E- 
Town arrived onstage to a raptuous reception from their travelling New Jersey 
supporters. The band delivered an extremely tight set of their rapcore style and the pit went 
mental to songs like “No Faith” and “Time 2 Shine”.New track “Stranglehold” shows the 
band have no plans to lower the tone and tune of their energetic approach.An excellent set 
from a band capable of achieving more popularity Fact:The Candiria live experience is just 
as punishing as the recorded one,Launching into “Surrealistic Madness” and “Temple of 


Sickness” with enough gusto to run a couple of marathons back to back Singer Carley Coma 
is a ball of energy twisting and turing in a bizarre dancing ritual. Comia anid his cohoits are 
perfectly at ease spilling out the venomious tracks witl Coma visibly enjoying the gig which 
happened to be their cd release party too. The excellent “Mathematics” and “Pull” from said 
new cd are served to a tee including the guest vocals of Jorge from Merdudes. Fuck it};when 
I said E-Town were tight then Candiria are as tight as the proverbial ducks arse in.water.And 
boy the pit was wild with a superb battle of the sexes going’ on. Pd say they could have 
danced ali night.Again another band destined for greater things.All'in all a great gig and a 
fine way to become familiar with the surroundings of CBGB’S, although a door for the 
shitter in the jacks wouldn’t have gone a miss!(TM) 


LAGWAGON/AVAIL/THE BOUNCING SOULS: 

TEMPLEBAR MUSIC CENTRE...DUBLIN....SUN 3RD OCT, 

Ht was an aftemoon-all-ages show so there was kids everywhere (all Seemed to be wearing 
Lagwagon t-shirts!), good to see, cause they’re usually tured away: Bouncitig: Souls were 
up first, and they put on a great show. The play like they souttd - well the: singet-anyway, 
totally mad!!_ When he wasn’t singing-he was falling around the stage with his walking stick 
and doing tricks with his hat (which. didn’t work!!), AV the’ songs. were preat; especially 
‘Hopeless Romantic’, The only thing bad about their’ sét was’ not: playing’“Bullet In ‘The 
Jukebox’ Avail were up next, I didn’t know anything about these guys and had only -heard a 
couple of their songs a week earlier so 1 didn’t really know what to expect, After seeing 
them I'd buy their stuff or at least tape it of someone. They play hardedre:- but it their own 
style. The had a second singer who spent most of the time running ‘around the stage making 
facing and taking off his clothes. Good set. Lagwagon’ were on last and by the reaction of the 
crowd when they came out this. was: who everyone had: come:to see. 1 was ‘never a 
Lagwagon fan and after seeing them I’m still not. But they did put on a good show and the 
crowd really got into it. I heard one kid saying ‘it was the best experience of my life’! The 
crowd seemed to enjoy these the most.For me the Bouncing Souls stole the afternoon, just a 
pity they only got to play for 30mins. and I didn’t have anyway money to buy the jackets 
they were selling!! (SM) 


ENSIGN/ENDSTAND/D.S.F.A./2000 STRONG 
SLATTERY’S...DUBLIN.... THURS 25TH NOV. 

First time to see 2000 Strong with just the single vocals since Aidan returned to. the States 
but don’t worry kids they are still as powerful as ever.Anthony’s vicious vocal attack is now 
backed up by Karol on bass and even though you couldn’t replace Aidan,the band. ave 
simple moved into another dimension.Am { making sense?Probably not,but, the airing of 
new track “Positive Hate” and the yet to be recorded “Payback” and.““Coritrol” have the 
power to make goosebumps appear all over the body. Their set is as tight as éver'« seasoned 
professionals now! - and is completed by their excellent version: of Prince’s; (ha ha..only 
messin’) Cro-Mags “Sign of the Times” which you should check: out on the’ Blackfish 
tribute cd.Next up D.S.F.A..Formed from the ashes of metalcore: mob Dissent and death 
metal thrashers Emaciate;these Northern Irish boys will tear you anew: asshole or knock 
your block off - depending on your preferrence ‘cos they're nice lads:really!Since.this was 
my first time hearing them , my first impressions of their sourtd ‘was. heavy. and raw 
aggression. Vocalist Paul's bulldog on speed style will shit many a trouser to ‘come. The 
songs are very in yer face and lean on the heavy metallic side of hardcore and are driven 
home by some top notch drumming and guitar wizardry.If you wanna hear ‘em fast , check 
out.the Cro-Mags tribute cd where they contribute “Survival of the Streets” Eridstand hit the 
stage sprinting and do everything perfectly to win many a fan-Ashamedly' I must admit to 
néver hearing these guys wonderful raging melodic hardore punk rock before’ and for this I 
could have been shot!With superb energy,they rapidly fire off 90 mph blasts’ that could get 
the dead moving.Immediately after they set | went and bought their cd ‘and’ got'a lovely 
badge and sticker too.Great stuff!I was really looking forward’ to Ensign and it wasn’t long 
before they started the set, However about five songs in the gig was abruptly stopped by the 
venue who claimed the gardai had come knocking.Since’ it* was''11.25" pui:” and: the 
downstairs bar had closed since 11p.m the gig had to dis-contitiué:So as’ soot ‘as they had 
started ,they had to stop but luckily the killer “Silent Weapons ‘for’ Quiet Wars” had been 
delivered in the nick of time.A huge pity it had 0 end"so’ soon as the’ floar détion was 
beginning to heat up.Still I had Sunday night in Cork to look ‘forward ‘to atid’ the dynamic 
performances of 2000 Strong,D.S.F.A. and Endstand ‘itioré: than: made ‘up for the 
disappointment.One question I have to ask is : Where' was all the people that Were at Sick of 
it All] mean here you had a band that has played with’ them’ on ‘countless’ occasions: and a 
lot of you ‘didn’t bother to come along.! don’t know? ‘you ‘either. want: bands' to" come or 
not,but don’t let me catch you winging about how no bards come to Ireland when you don’t 
bother your hole to support the gigs, (TM) 


nohtishurse 


ENSIGN/TEN POINT RULE 

AN PHOENIX...CORK..SUN 28TH NOV. ; 

A poor Girh out fo say the least. Where was everyone?£3.50 for a band from America.A band 
creating big waves on their native hardcore and punk scene.! mean it’s bot like you had 
another choice. Still the usual few souls tumed up and had a good time.Ten Point Rule 
opened atid showcased plenty of new material (not yet recorded but should sound amazing!) 
as well as the regular set favourites such as “A Prime Example of Irish Ignorance’ ” and 
“What You Know”. The newer material was awesome showing a maturity in song writing 
and structuring rarely reached by bands of a young age.Hopefully they"R record very soon 
as im dying to hear the new material.Ensign took to the stage undisturbed by the dodgy 
microphone and small crowd and proceeded to serve up a delightfully energetic set of old 
school hardcore tinged with metalfic guitars.Songs such as “Silent Weapons for Quiet 
Wars”, “IS Years” and “Never. Give In” deserved more ears but the ctowd reacted well 
moshing,circle-pitting,crowdsutfing and piling on like nobody's business. The band were 
enjoying themstlves especially when we coaxed Tim (vocalist) down from the stage and 
onto the floor.Tim had great fur witly the patrons of the downstairs bar, When they had to 
pass through to the toilets, he was all fanny faces and. stupid John Cleese type walks which 
brought about much laughter.Enisiga ‘threw in their cover’ of Negative Approach’s “Tied 
Dovn'te round off-a brilliant gig which everyone appreciated. The band are talking about 
returitig, soon so all y’all better get off your arses next time and witness a quite superb band 
white you're still young. If not I'll be around. to your honse will a pliers to pluck out afl your 
pubes, Aind that's a promise ,not a threat!(TM) 


NO USE. FOR A NAME/TEILYT 

TEMPLEBAR MUSIC CENTRE...DUBEIN.:..SUN 5TH DEC. 

Again another afternoon gig and all ages too.A good idea this all ages afternoon lark as the 
younger kids can get in-and éxperiénee some’ good bands and maybe pick up a zine or twa 
to fitid out more about the scene ete:,.Also the afternoon kick-off gives people a chance to 
travel fo Dublin in the morning and retum home that evening thus you don’t miss school or 
work’ of whatever.Anyway on’ with the show Unfortunately the touring package of No 
Use\TiltiMad Caddies, Snuff atid Consumed: that’ was doing the rounds in the U.K. and 
Europe: hasn’t completely made it.So us poor paddies ate teft with No Use and TH Still 
must not grumble,good to see diem here at least. Tilt opened and not being too familiar with 
thern J wasn’t sure what to expect and’ while they gave a spirited performance I just couldn't 
handle the female vocals which sounded like a bizare cfoss of Lita Ford and yer wan Gwen 
from No Doubt! The music was quite catchy but I was thankful they played a short set due (1 
think) to, the fact the singer.was a bit, under: the-weather.So after a brief pause on came 
NUFAN aid hilariously ‘said theit goodbyes after their first song.The sound was crystal 
clear and the sheei catchy pop hooks sparkled'alongside sorte of the smoothest vocals I’ve 
éver heard live.Songs frotn’ all their spreviots’ efforts were reeled out alongside newer 
tnaterial: such as the excellent “Life. Size-Mitror” ‘arid: their speede up version of Bob 
Marley’s “Redemption Song” Another highlight of the. gig was the humorous banter 
between the band and the crowd with one patron in particular yelling “Tl fight you for your 
paycheck” while dancing in a threatening fighting leprechaun manner. Ha hal!To end the gig 
thé. band’ proittised us a Chiistitids: song anid with everyone, expecting “Fairytale of New 
York’ the band launched into the likes. of “Jingle Bells” and “Silent Night” which created 
Quite afew giggles Eventually Cinder from Tilt and NUFAN got their act together to plow 
through a stroming rendition of the Pogues classic. Excellent! (TM) 


UNITY FEST FEATURING : AGNOSTIC FRONT/U.S. BOMBS / 
NO INNOCENT VICTIM/AGNORAMUS 

HIGHBURY GARAGE.,.LONDON....WED 8TH DEC. 

The principal of the Unity Fest is too bring together bands and fans from different sides of 
the hardcore and punk scene together for a night of unity, fun and great music ~ and that’s 
what wé gotFirst up was local Hand Ignoramus who seem ‘to be getting some very 
prestigious support slots of late and they deserve it. They are very confident and play 
hardcore in the Sick Of It All vein and they are not afraid to say what they feel — like their 
total apparent hatred for emo. They are a good band worth checking out.Ignoramus were 
followed by Victory Records, No Innocent Victim — a band I knew very little about before 
tonight except for that they are a Christian: hardcore banid...which I must admit on principal 
would not really be my cup of tea. But I gave them a chance and they did-irnpress me, The 
style is very. much like: HateBreed/All Out: War. and. songs. like:.“Flesh: ‘and: Blood” , 
“Pushed Aside’’ ‘and “My Beliefs” stood ‘out for me as the best tracks of theif very well 
received set. They play metallic hardcore and really don’t preach: that’ much. about their 
beliefs., which was a plus pdint as far.as I’m concemed.Next was the U.S. Bombs. a band 
which I just love aid who: always put on.a gréat show...sadly. they: were. hampered with the 
wotse sound of the right but that just adds:to the chaos that'/Duane and the boys brag to the 
live stage. They were dn fine fornt tonight with a lot of the ew album “The World” aired as 
well as classic’s like “War Birth”. “Jaks” and “U.S. of Hate”: Of the new sangs “Isolated 
Ones” and “Yanks arid’Rebs” are déstined to become live classics. Despite the sound 
problems it was an excellent high eriergy set.Finally, arriving onstage to the theme tune of 
“The Good, the Bad and The Ugly “ Agnostic Front hit the stage running and never gave up 
the pace. This was my first Agnostic gig but it won't be my last. They showed why. they are 
the godfathers of Hardcote and:why their mere presence démands respect. They just gave it 
their all throughout the gig and then some more. I would have to name every song in the set 
if I was going to start talking about highlights of the set 8o.tets just say they played 
everything you wanted to hear and I don’t think anyone would have left the gig disappointed 
by the set list. However highlights did iriclude “United Blood” , “Crucified” , “Victim in 
Pain”, “Police. State” . “Soniethings Gotta Give’, a storming “Gotta Go” and: an excellent 
cover of Stiff Little Fingers, “Nobody’s Hero”. Also quote of the night goes to. Vinnie for his 
“4 went fo Buckinghaity Palace today and, met the Queen, she told:me' if. T had balls then Pd 
be the King!”: I left the gig drained dripping: of sweat and with a ihassive sinile: slapped on 
my face-~ think everyone’ else did as. well. The crowd loved it and the bands: loved it!(DS) 


EARTHTONE 9/TOOTH/TEN POINT RULE/PARADOX 
AN PHOENIX...CORK....SAT LITH DEC. 
Paradox opened and Paradox = Nirvana = Metallica, adding in a singer screaming his head 
off every now.and thén-Heavy grange is what you could call them I.suppose. “Dated” is a 
word that springs to’ mind along with “tried:a million: times before”.On with: "Fen Point Rute 
ard again they deliver'a good set. The local boys mix tracks ftom: theit mod , tracks: from the 
demio‘and some ofthe newer tracks and all'are greeted with a good response: Third: band of 
the light was.Limerick hand: Tooth Strange to see them here in these surroundings as I ~ve 
sden. them: a load’ of times in Limerick. Musically the four piece were'as tight asa camels 
arse ina sandstorm but vocally they:disappointed me again. The vocats.1 feel are what's 
stopping thein from gaining wider recognition atid maybe even an album deal.The band also 
tacked personality with even the song titles being mumbled into the microphone.But a stop 
ta ail these niggly points ‘cos the riffs and song structures are to die for and they blew ET9 
off the stage in this department.A good set and they looked like they won a few fans 
too.Having heard how much Earthtone 9 were looking to be paid for the gig I imagined they 
were going to bring the house down.Unfortunately this wasn’t to be and I breathed a huge 
sigh of relief when they dropped their instruments after what sounded like one long thirty- 
five minute song,"“Withered” being the only exception. They played like they had to catch 
the last stagecoach out of town and didn’t show much in the way of understanding Irish 
humour.My point there arose from one incident when someone jokingly shouted “Wheres 
the bagpipes?” (and no..it wasn’t me) to which vocalist Kart replied “Fuck you!”. 
Charming!I wouldn’t travel to see this lot again. (TM) 


photo: Oe 
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I interviewed Daryl (vocalist) from Snapcase immediately after 
he got off the stage from a blinding, energy sapping gig at the 
Garage,London, I would like to thank him very much for going 
to the trouble of doing the interview when most would just have 
liked to shower and relax.Interview by Decky Skehan. 


It’s been 2 years since ‘Progression Through Unlearning’ came 
out, what have you been up to in that time? 

I went back to school for a short period and we also lost a bass player 
so we had to find a new bass player. We also did minimal touring 
and wrote songs for the new album. Everybody in Snapcase has very 
busy lives outside of the band. The writing process takes a while and 
setting up tours and stuff and we are not a full time band as much as 
we used to be and as much asia lot of our peers: 


With the new album not out until Jan 2000 why are you touring 
now, and why is there such a long delay in it getting released? 

We: haven’t been overseas in a while and we haven’t done much 
touring and’ think it’s important that we get out and let people know 
we are going to be putting out a new album. I think you really need 
to set up an album and let people know it’s coming out and not wait 
until. it’s released ‘and then tour. And it’s England-and we have never 


played here before and we always try t6 play new places and play to 
people that haven’t seen us yet ~ so it’s really exciting for us. As for 
the record release that’s more on. Victory’s part as far as what they 
think is a good time to release a record. They have told us that 
November and December are not good times.for a new release ~ they 
say it’s best we wait until January. 


Js the new album a natural progression from the last one or are 
people in for a few surprises ? 

I think that we didn’t repeat ourselves and that this album 
complements “Progression Through Unlearning” really well but it is 
a bit different and it has a wider variety of tempos and sounds. There 
is more melody in some of the guitar parts but it’s a heavy and 
aggressive album. We had more time in the studio and I think it 
sounds better as well. 


Can you explain the title of the new record ‘Designs for 
Automotion’? 

The whole theme behind the album is to face those fears that stand in 
your way of your dreams. Everybody always settles for boring life 
styles and we all have these dreams of things that are kinda 
forbidden and we have to break those fears and follow our dreams 
and take some risks. 


Do European crowds differ much from American ones? 

I don’t know I think American crowds tend to support their local 
bands a little bit better. But | wish there was really more of a 
difference than there is. I really want to find new things and cultures 
~ we were really expecting it to be different and when you get there 
everybody is dressed the same and people are following the same 
things — people dance the same, opening bands sound similar to 
opening bands in America. When we went to Japan it was quite a bit 
different — they played with electric stand up bass but just whaled on 
them and it was super heavy and really creative and original and the 
culture there was quite a bit different. 


Who pays for a tour like this — It must cost a lot of money to tour 
around Europe for a month? 

We paid for our own plane tickets and we just pay the expenses at 
the end of the tour and after that we just see if we have made. any 
money. We haven’t been here in quite a while so we don’t know 
what to expect from the crowds. People might not care anymore so 
we will have to wait and find out. 


Have you any bands that you prefer to tour with and are there 
any that you would like to tour with? 

We have been very fortunate with the bands we have toured. with. 
We probably haven’t had any bands that we toured. with that: we 
disliked. Sick Of It All was the first band that had a big impact'on us 
and they took us on our first European tour and they really taught us 
the ropes as far as putting on a good live show every night -- giving 
your all no matter how many are there. Sick Of It All are sutch’a great 
liye band and so hard working ~ that really set us tip for the rest of 
our lives as to how we approach touring. We have toured: with so. 


-many ‘good bands like Earth Crisis, Strife, Lifetime, Avail, Refused, 


Turmoil — now we are on the road: with Nine'and they are really cool 
guys and they put ona good show. 


J understand that most of you are-studying for degrees‘ and all 
have jobs ~ It must be hard trying to fit the band around it all? 
Our drummer Tim is. working on finishing: bis. dissertation’ and 
myself, | have riot been as studious as he has been. 1 ani 2 sernesters 
away from finishing my 4°year ‘degree: course: which’ I: started’ 10 
years ago.It's been Snapcase: ‘school, time off, Snapcasé and: more 
Snapcase, time off, switched my major ete. so 1 have been doing that 
for a long time but we'all have jobs and we all have family.:So we 
are ready to move on in life and ‘still-tie Snapease into all of it. 


Would you consider doing this on a more full time basis? 

In between — we know we are going to put out an album and we are 
going to set up that album by touring now and when the album’s out 
we will start hitting the road again. 
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Do you think the album will take you to the next level? 

Snapcease is a very laid back band. At this point we are getting older 
and we do this for our enjoyment. If its successful .:.it’s successful 
and if not then we will continue to write what we like but I think 
people are going to appreciate it. 


What is your personal view on hardcore and the scene today? 
I'think its better than, it was a couple of years ago. It’s a little less 
violent now and you see more hardcore bands touring with more 
punk sounding bands ~ which is a good thing. We don’t want to go 
out’ touring and having Snapcase, Earth Crisis or Strife junior 
opening every night. We want bands that have established their own 
Sound. Like punk bands don’t want to go out with NOFX junior or 
Pennywise junior. 


Do you agree that the whole militant straight edge stance is 
getting out of hand in the U.S.?: 

Every. scene is different and it depends on what state or city you go 
to in the US. And you can’t speak of the hardcore scene in general. 
It’s all different for example in Louisville Kentucky it’s very positive 
and intelligent and they have less of a thug scene - It’s very cool. 


Do the band prefer touring or prefer the whole creative process 
behind making an album — as it seems you put a lot of thought 
and effort into each album? 

Working on new songs is fun. Recording them in the studio is hell. 
Being on the road isn’t that much fun — coming out on stage and 
performing and letting loose and going crazy and having an audience 
letting loose and going crazy with you is the best part of the whole 
thing. Nothing beats that. 


Who are your inspirations in life or music and what bands do 
you enjoy listening to on.a regular basis? 

It’s hard to say because it always changes. | go through phases. I'll 
spend five months listening to nothing but hip-hop and then the next 
couple of months listening to hardcore and metal and then 60's, 
R'N’B, Jazz, 70’s — it’s hard to answer that question. Bands that I 
have been listening to throughout the years are Bad Brains, Minor 
Threat,’ Quicksand, Fugazi and most recently Avail and the last 
Refused’album. 


What'do you like and dislike the most about touring? 
I dislike touring because I really miss my life style at home. | 
exercise more and stay healthy and eat and sleep on a regular basis 


and I see my friends a lot more and spend time with my girlfriend. 1 
am. getting older and starting to settle in and I like staying at home 
reading and watching sports on the tv, and going hiking and playing 
soccer and skateboarding. Touring is playing a show — a bunch of 
hours recovering from the show and the next day just finding a place 
to eat vegan or vegetarian food ~ on tour that’s not always easy. 
What I love about touring is what I said before about coming out on 
stage and seeing people smiling and that echoing into the way we 
perform and just having a fun performance. 


What made you want to be in a band in the first place? 

I don’t know at this point it was about 10 years ago and I was going 
to see bands and I’ve always gone head on into hobbies. Pve gone 
from playing baseball for 10 years straight to racing bmx bikes to 
skateboarding to getting into hardcore music and then going “Man, I 
really want to get into a band, 1 want to play bass and do this and 
that”. My friends started messing around and we did it for fun and 
then we wanted to record a demo and I never thought it would end 
up like this. When we recorded our first demo and somebody bought 
it for $2 that was the most exciting moment and then “Wow we are 
going to put out a 7 inch” then that was the most exciting moment 
and then “Wow we are going to play a live show ~ this is crazy” and 
eventually you get to the point where Sick Of It All ask you to open 
for them on their European tour and you like “Holy Shit, O my God 
~ [can’t believe this”. People always ask what advice do you give to 
young bands and it’s do it because you like it, do it because it’s 
fun...not because you want to picture yourself being a huge band in 
2 years. 


Do you think you might get to the point someday soon where you 
say “I’ve had enough of all this touring and I just want to chill 
and relax” or have you got years and years left yet? 

No, if someone was to say 5 years I'd say definitely not. 2 years 
maybe, probably. There will be more music after “Designs for 
Automotion”. I still feel we have to make a masterpiece album. 


Are there any up and coming bands we should check out? 

Buried Alive ~ I think are a great band. Grade from Canada are really 
good band. Saves the Day are also really good and Cave In are a 
really creative interesting band. It’s hard for me to say as we haven’t 
toured in along time. 


Finally, Would you like to say hi to anyone or thank anyone? 

I'd like to thank you for doing the fanzine as fanzine’s are a key 
element to the scene. It’s one of the things that makes the scene cool 
and different from everything else. You get to express a personal 
opinion and this is the way to find out about new bands and bands 
you don’t read about in glossy covered magazines all the 
time.....that’s really important. www.snapcase.com 


“ PHEERT SeObt. bradks 


sai 


Yes SSS 
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25. TA LIFE 

“PRIENDSHIP,LOY ALTY,COMMITMENT” 

(TRIPLE CROWN RECORDS) 

Rick Healey,vocalist with 25 Ta Life is probably the 
most hard working and dedicated member of this 
fardcore world.Rick’s hands and spirit have touched 
everything from distros to zines to his own label Back To 
Basics. So now one of his bands have come up with their 
eagerly awaited debut I.p. of hardcore anthems well 
capable of getting the pits going crazy. “Short Fuse” is 
‘particularly brilliant as is the title track.25 throw every 
style‘of hardcore into their huge bag of pick and mix so it 
‘will’appeal to alot of people.Guest appearences galore 
fromPaul Bearer,Roger Miret and more just add to the 
‘occasion.(TM) 

59 TIMES THE PAIN 

“END OF THE MILLENNIUM” 

(BURNING HEART) 

What is it with Sweden and great bands?This time we are 
brotight 59ttp’s new one. These guys do hardcore in a 
punky: kinda way. For those of you wondering,yes they 
sing in English. If you like your hardcore with a 
tielodic/punky feel you'll love this. Best Tracks:‘Tum at 
Q5th' and ‘Weakend Revolution’.(SM) 

AGNOSTIC FRONT 

“RIOT RIOT UPSTART’(EPITAPH) 

‘The gii¢stion was could A.F, deliver an album as good as 
ox’ even better than “Something’s Gotta Give"?Well it 
gives'me great pleasure to announce that yes they 
can!Opening with the blistering speed of “New York 
Police: State” which is one quick fuck you to Mayor 
Guilliani,Miret and company deliver almost a half hour 
of what they do best...raging hardcore.Jf you like AF 
then you'll eat this up whole ,if you’ve never heard them 
(maybe-perhaps you were in a coma or something?) then 
you'llilike this too, They’ve been doing it for years and 
you'can’t beat ‘em so its time to join ‘em Just as a matter 
of' interest the stand out tracks for me are “Rock Star”, 
“My: Life” and “Sickness” which features Kerry from 
US! Bombs. (TM) 

AMEN 

SS/T"(ROADRUNNER) 

Mixing. punk rock with new breed metal may on paper 


. ‘Seem;:to be not only a clever idea but also a potentially 


volatilé mix. Thats what L.A. new mob Amen have tried 
to/achi¢ve.(Hell they have even been endorsed by a Sex 
Pistol): However for all its promise the album on a whole 
still'Jacks a few decent ideas and tunes.Certainly the 
foriishown on openers “Coma America” and “Down 
Hurhan” would suggest the listener was going to be in for 
atreat:bot a couple of more songs in and all hope almost 
fades: The camparisons between singer Casey Chaos and 
the’likes: of Iggy Pop and Johnny Rotten are there to be 
drawn but 1 definitely hear a hint of Irelands own 
‘Therapy? going on in some of the songs.Qops! What do 
youcknow, they’ve just parted company with 
Roadrinner.(TM) 

ANDROMEDA. 

“EXALTING THE SPIRITS"(GENET) 

T like:this.Brutal metalcore from Florida that uses some 
very:Simple but very effective breakdowns and 
instrumentalism. The vocals are very growly while the 
guitars:are a struggle between chugga and evil riffs.Lyric 
‘wise:the band aggressively tackle religion and death. The 
sixitracks show all offer something a little left of centre 
inthis: genre. would like to hear more by these 
pups.(TM) see advert for address. 

ANTLFLAG 

“A NEW: KIND OF ARMY"(GO-KART) 

Eve'seen great reviews of this one all over the shop from 
zinés to: glossy mags and they’ve all been united in full 
Praise: of this band and their album.And now I'll add 
‘another-dollop of praise on their growing reputation. This 
is'the:kind of band Irish punk fans love.No bullshit 
streetpunk with lots of singalong choruses to have the 
live gig’ going off like an incendiary device. The lyrics 
até Very ‘socially and politically conscious too which is 
always’a. good read and thought provoking.Hopefully 
people: over here will pick up on them and they'll come 
‘over: and destroy some venues,(TM) 

ANTLHERO 

“LOSERS:CAN’T BE CHOOSERS” (DEMO ‘99) 
‘Young ‘snotty nose punk shouting out of the bogs of 
‘Roscommon Musically tight and greatly influenced by 
the WestCoast of Amrica pop-punk sound. Throughout 
the three'songs on offer you'll pick up the likes of 


Lagwagon,No Use For A Name and Green Day.The 
vocals are a bit high in the mix and need to be a tad 
snottier to suit the music.if the band can come up with 
choruses similar to those displayed on “My Sweet 
Revenge” they will soon become a name ( a name 
change wouldn’t be a bad idea - see next review).(TM) 
Available at Comet and Road Records or from Cormac 
Sheehan. 14 Antogher Rd ., Roscommon , Ireland. 
antihero@ tinet.ie —_http://go.to/antihero 
ANTI-HEROS 

“UNDERNEATH THE UNDERGOUND” 

(GMM RECORDS) 

Fans of the Dropkick Murphys,U.S Bombs and Agnostic 
Front take note: theres another band on the block who 
should be getting your recognition —  Anti- 
Heroes.Produced by Lars from Rancid this is a heaving 
street punk fight to the bloody end,which attacks you fast 
paced almost for the entire duration of the album. 
“Phoenix Program” and “Red and White and Black and 
Blue” have those hooks that make you take a shine to 
this band the moment you hear them.With the right 
distribution this band should create large waves on the 
worldwide punk scene(TM)GMM Records,PO BOX 
15234 Atlanta,GA 30333,USA. 

BIOHAZARD 

“NEW WORLD DISORDER” (UNI/POLYRAM) 

In my opinion one of the best Biohazard albums and I'm 
sure in time it could compete with “Urban Discipline” as 
the best. I just love this band and to me this is pure NY 
hardcore. Although they seem to be more accepted in the 
metal scene than the hardcore one, | still think this is tue 
hardcore — playing music that is true to you with lyrics 
you believe in and not afraid to make changes. Although 
it still has that Biohazard sound to it overall there are still 
a couple of songs that show Biohazard are evolving and 
the guitar playing of Rob Echeverria has added a crunch 
to the overall sound of the album. Tracks like “Resist” 
and “Switchback” would not look out of place on the 
new Agnostic Front album which should say enough for 
the quality of them.While tracks like "AH For 
None”,"Breakdown” and “Camouflage” are Biohazard 
doing what they do best a metal/hardcore/hip-hop hybrid. 
The only disappointment on the album is title track “New 
World Disorder” featuring Sticky Fingaz (of Onyx), it’s 
no where near as good as “Judgement Night” with Onyx 
and it really seems out of place on the album. But it does 
not take away from the fact that this is a fine retum to 
form after a couple of lacklustre albums.(DS) 

BLOOD FOR BLOOD 

“LIVIN’ IN EXILE” MCD (VICTORY) 

If you thought “Revenge On Society” was good wait ‘til 
you hear this!The excellently titled “No Tomorrow 
(Holding Court on the Eve of the Apocalypse) sets the 
demolition ball rolling with a superb chant of “Blood for 
Blood”.I saw this live and boy does it sound cool when 
everyone is shouting along.The opener then quickly 
slides into “Cheap Wine” which displays White Thrash 
Rob's fine abilities on vocals.Every song will rock your 
socks.Also as a bonus their excellent take on Motorheads 
“Ace of Spades” is hidden at the end.Blood for Blood 
have arrived... what are you drinkin’ boys?(TM) 

BORN FROM PAIN 

“IMMORTALITY ."(CONTRITION) 

Thave to admit from the start that this is a biased review 
because I love this band. The only minus point of this is 
that it’s just a mini cd, 5 tracks long and it leaves me 
wanting more. Pure and simple this is hardcore in the 
Hatebreed/Length of Time vein and technically it really 
does not deserve to be labeled hardcore as the riffs are 
just pure Slayer/Death and the lyrics are just plain evil 
with religious undertones but the lack of solos and long 
hair means it’s labeled hardcore — not that it matters what 
it’s labeled as it’s just excellent anyway. Even the song 
titles are pure metal - “ Christbom”, “Darkest Deception” 
, and “Fallen Angel” . If you are looking for ultra heavy 
hardcore then get this you will not be disappointed. I just 
can’t wait to get some more.(DS) see address elsewhere, 
BOTCH 

“WE ARE THE ROMANS”(HYDRAHEAD) . 

The letter that accompanied this promo told me 1 was 
“going to shit”How delightful I thought. Well luckily 
that didn’t happen and my trousers are still intact but 
what emerged from the speakers was a chaotic wall of 
noise well capable of bringing on the bowel 
movements.Botch mix the “Ill knock your two front 
teeth out with a headbutt” attack of Converge with the 


subtle (think maybe “Waiting Room”) sounds of Fugazi 
to create a devastating effort that’s well worth going deaf 
for.People have started calling their sound math-rock so 
in that case 1 guess Botch have calculated a shattering 
effort.The closing section of “Man the Ramparts” is 
simply majestical.(TM) 

BREACH 

“VENOM” (BURNING HEART) 

Breach have always been very experimental in their 
music but at the same time always kept it intense. This 
latest album is no exception.It’s a step forward from the 
last album “It's Me God”. The vocals are a lot rawer and 
the music a lot more structured. It’s hard to describe their 
sound,all I can say is that it’s loud,unique,aggressive and 
fucking brilliant!!T suggest that you check them out.(KD) 
BRINSKILL BOMBBEAT 

“FIGHTING TO DIE E.P” (BLACKLISTED 365) 
Brinskill have been chomping away at the bit for many a 
year now but this is truly their best ever release in my 
eyes.Having previously dabbled in some kinda fucked up 
grindcore punk workouts amongst various other styles 
they now seem to have found their niche in industrial / 
metallic noise mongery and this suits their image down 
to the ground.The titile mack is excellent with its 
passionate chorus and “One Man A God” has a sublime 
piano section. Hopefully they’ll keep up this kind of form 
for their next release(TM) 11 Dunbur Rd.,Wicklow 
Town,Co. Wicklow, Ireland. 

BY A THREAD 

“THE LAST OF THE DAYDREAMS” 
(REVELATION) 

Music like this depends on your current mood in my 
book.Sometimes I love it, other times 1 want something 
harder and faster to get the adrenaline flowing. But when 
I'm in the mood this comes across as a fine post hardcore 
emo-rock affair.Songs such as opener “Surface” and 
“Walkway” are filled with emotion and loud driving 
guitars while songs like “Phaedra” go for a quieter but 
equally effective method of impact.This crowd could 
welt grow into a household name, (TM) 

CANDIRIA 

“PROCESS OF SELF.DEVELOPEMENT” 

(MIA RECORDS) 

This is not,an easy listen.Candiria swing from chugga 
riffs to jazz doodling in passages (or chapters as the band 
call them) without a wince,All manners of music ranging 
from hardcore to jazz and metal to hip-hop are simmered 
into the Candiria cooking pot to serve up original and 
somewhat unnerving sounds.Take for example 
“Pull” vocalist Carley Coma opens the first passage and 
before guest vocalist Tom Sheehan takes over passage 
two theres this musical merandering that could only be 
compared to travelling in an elevator from floor to 
floor.Sound strange and insane?Weill check out the track 
then get back to me!After all the barking of the quintet, 
“Method of Expression” and “Down to the Last 
Element” chill the whole album out with it’s hip-hop/rap 
vocals and dreamy sparse beats and piano.lf you're 
familiar with the band then you know what to expect,if 
you're not familiar then expect the unexpected on your 
first listen.Guest appearences by the likes of Tom and 
Justin Indecision (Tom being ex-Indecision now of 
course),Jorge Merauder and Jamey Matebreed add 
painstaking vocals to the madness.The album finishes 
with “Leaving the Atmosphere”,a gloriously relaxing 
dreamy soundscapeThere’s leaders and there’s followers 
and Candiria are unmistakeably the former.Go on 
torment yourself with this one.(TM) Mia Records , 315 
Church St.:2nd Floor New York , NY 10013 , USA. 
www.mia-records.com 

CANVAS/HARD TO SWALLOW 

SPLIT CD (CONTRITION) 

Just from the artwork alone you know this split ed is 
going to be disturbing.Canvas start and sound the death 
march with the farching “Womb Plague”,all twisted 
vocals, mangled guitars and Spectrum computer 
samples{f kid you not!). “R.S.F" fucks with your head 
with more lunatic vocals but adds some terifying 
Godflesh style loops. The chilling “So often they fall into 
the same Hilusion” closes the lid on a spine tingling sense 
attack.Are Hard To Swallow human? “To have and to 
Loathe” suggests not. The vocals have to be the most evil 
I’ve heard in a long time.ts the anti-christ or worse still 
the girl from The Exorcist their lead singer?The music 
ranges from death metal to grindcore and the speedy 
tapping of what could possibly be a cowbell works very 
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well beneath the deathly growls and tortured screams. 
Elements of HTS suggest a fondness for acts such as 
EyeHateGod and Cradle of Filth.The songs (7) 
“Spitoast” and “Run With The Hunted” pay testimony to 
that. way prefer the Canvas contribution it must be 
said.(TM)Contrition Records,PO Box 187,Leeds,LS6 
ILH,England. contrition@ewcom net 

CIRCLE AGAIN 

DEMO (SUREHAND) 

Another great Irish hardcore band,another great Irish 
hardcore release.I picked up this demo from Abusive 
Music distro af the recent Ensign gig in Dublin and 
played it on the 7.30 a.m. train back to Limerick and fuck 
did it wake me up!Opener “I don’t want to hate you” 
and “Enough”are in my opinion the strongest tracks on 
this although from what I can make out,the lyrics on 
“Education” and “Democracy” seem very socially 
aware.Great start(TM) Surehand,PO Box 1251,511 
SWE, UK. subsure@compuserve.com or Circle Again , 
19 Crumlin Gardens, Belfast =,  NuJreland. 
circleagain@hotmait.com 

CLEVELAND BOUND DEATH SENTENCE 
“$/T"(LOOKOUT) 

Pure raw and rough punk.This sounds like it was 
recorded in one take in a garage.And it probably was.But 
at least it’s something different and there’s a few decent 
songs on this one. I must say I like the cover too which 
reminds me of those lino prints I used to do in secondary 
school, Cool name for a band.(TM) 

DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN 

“CALCULATING INFINITY” (RELAPSE) 

Dillinger’s debut album for Relapse, this is the highly 
anticipated follow up to the "Under The Running Board" 
med. Fans won’t be let down either. DEP deliver eleven 
tracks of high quality noise filled grinding hardcore, A 
fast and furious album full of DEP’s trademark complex 
riffing and song structures. Buy or Die!!!{(SKIPPY) 
DOPE 

“FELONS AND REVOLUTIONARIES” (EPIC) 
Releasing an album of industrial metal would not be the 
most original thing to do in the current musical climate 
but then again alot of these new breed metal bands are 
hardly original in the first place.Too content with ripping 
someone else off, too afraid to think for themselves alot 
of them will settle for just cashing in.Dope come on with 
the big heavy groovy guitars and industrial metal 
drumming but its hard to keep the attention to what the 
fuck they are trying to spread to us.Again a band like this 
is simply not needed because there is too many bands 
playing this style but far better than Dope.lf you want 
some good new breed industrial metal or whatever tag 
those supposedly in the know have put on it these days 
try someone like Static-X .Dope? more like Dopes!(TM) 
DOWN BY LAW 

“FLY THE FLAG” (GO-KART) 

A true force in punk rock over the years Dave Smalley’s 
abilities have usually always recieved tons of praise. 
“Punkrockacademyfightsong” is a classic of our time and 
everyone surely has heard some DBL at some stage. So 
its pointless for me to tell you its sing along punk rock 
when you already know that.What I can tell you though 
is,that it’s decent sing along punk rock,far more melodic 
than previous efforts but well capable of getting the feet 
tapping,Songs such as “Nothing Good on-the Radio” and 
“Greenwhich Mean Time” would certainlyimake: 

on the best of Down By Law mix tape.(TM) 

DS.F.A. 

“STUDIO TRACKS 1999/2000" 

Formed from the ashes of Dissent and Emaciate this 
Nothern Irish five piece will blow your head clean off., 
Mixing styles from bands such as Meduil 
Nocte,Madball and Morbid Angel there’s something for 
everyone here.Indeed opener “Feed the Addiction” has 
all the charm off Deicide being fronted by Paul from 
Medulla Nocte and is overflowing with breakdowns, 
spoken vocals and solos reminiscent of “Human” era 
Death. What's great to see is during the spoken vocal, 
vocalist Paul doesn’t try and sound American like most 
others strive for, “Drown” is a powerful song which 
starts with big boogie metal guitars with a groovy pace 
before screaming headlong into a speedy metal wipeout 
and back again.The lads are hoping to get these tracks 
onto cd soon — you would be strongly advised to check T 
out immediately.(TM) D.S.F.A. c/o Jason,8 Fortview, 
Dunaghy, Ballymoney, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland, BTS3 
THQ: 


ENDSTAND 

“TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN” (IMPRESSION) 

A great big slab of melodic hardcore punk rock is what’s 
on offer here,and boy its the business. “This Is Not The 
End” is one of my favourite songs of the year] managed 
to see them live recently when they played with Ensign 
in Slattery’s and they were on fire Superb energy and full 
of movement and action.If only every band was this 
dedicated and good(TM) Impression Recordings, PO 
Box938,09009Chemnitz,Germany. 

‘www. impressionrec.com 

ENRAGE 

“THE DEFINITIVE SHAOLIN LANDFILL KINGS” 
(RPP) 

Wow!l really like this First of all you get some raging 
NYHC kida like Sheer Terror or Madball and then you 
get some Life of Agony style doomcore.Which did 1 
prefer?Hard to say really because 1 enjoy both styles 
immensely,but the raging hardcore is their more recent 
stuff and it sounds great.Theres twenty-odd tracks on 
offer , spanning a decade and it’s fascinating to hear the 
bands progression.Even if you've never heard of Enrage 
it’s not too late to become a fan now. (TM) 

Released Power Productions , PO Box 19, 1990 Forest 3 
Belgium, alainrpp@compuserve.com 

E-TOWN CONCRETE 

“TIME 2 SHINE’(RESURRECTION A.D.) 

Hailing from New Jersey this 4 piece add a hip-hop 
blend to their take on NYHC. Tracks like “Time 2 Shine”, 
“Cycles” and “Justwatchastep” are overall your average 
hardcore tunes with the usual metal-ish guitar leanings 
and undertones of hip-hop. It’s on the tracks like 
“Nothanx” and “4 the Fame” where the hip-hop comes to 
the fore and this is where it gets good.The hip-hop 
breakdown in the middle of “Nothanx” is excellent and 
the whole arrangement of “4 the Fame” is unlike 
anything you have heard in hardoore, “One Life to Live” 
is total old school Suicidal Tendencies - which is as good 
a starting ‘point. for the sound of this band as any. 
Lyrically it’s a very streetwise album which deals with 
all the troubles and strife encountered throughout life in 
the old U S of A. If [have one complaint it’s the overuse 
of the ward “nigga” though out the album but that’s the 
hip-hop influence 1 assume, The end result is quite 
interesting but kinda left me wanting a bit more from it ~ 
but it's worth a listen.(DS)Resurrection A.D Records, PO 
Box 763,Red Bank,NJ 07701,USA. 

radr@ resurrection-ad.com — Wivw.resurrection-ad.com 
EYELID 

“CONFLICT’S INVITATION(INDECISION) 

First time I ever heard these guys and from the first 
couple listens the best comparison I can come up with is 
a metalcore version of Hetmet.Eyelid have the new 
school hardcore sound similiar to Indecision but not 
identical, They also have the chugga chugga riffs and 
screaming vocals and it’s all good for the soul, When I'm 
pissed off this is the kind of music I play air guitar 
to.Only four tracks on this one as it’s a med but Pll be 
out hunting for more of their stuff straight away.And 
what do you know I just picked up “If It Kills” in the 
second hand cd section of Freebird Records. Woo 
hoo!(TM) Indecision Records , PO Box 5781, 
Huntington Beach , Califomia 92615 , USA. 
www. IndecisionRecords.com 

FACE TO FACE : i 

“{GNORANCE IS BLISS” (LADYLUCK RECORDS) 
Not the Face To Face 1 remember.I remember a full on 
punk rock attack guaranteed to get you dancing but his is 
more like what someone like the Foo Fighters are 
doing.More rock than punk,very melodic.some ballad 
type singalongs where some tosser would surely get the 
lighter out.Still 1 suppose it’s not all that bad on tracks 
like “I Know What You Are” and “Overcome” where 
they let rip and show trophies of old.But is this new 
sound progression?(TM) 

FALL SILENT 

“SUPERSTRUCTURE (GENET) 

Metalcore meets Dead Kennedys in a bloody brawl. This 
opens with the most violent deathcore before swinging 
into a Jello Biafra style vocal. Completely manic and 
insane this alternating of styles reminds me to some 
extent of what someone like System Of A Down 
doesmixing tempos and styles with — serious 
abandon.Other tracks bring to mind a heavier Turmoil 
but its the style changes that make their songs 
interesting However some songs just go for straight 


forward bludgeon and I must admit did little to hold my 
wandering attention.Jf I was to put some sort of 
judgement on this I’d be forced to say that four maybe 
five songs are very very good while the remainder is 
only okay.If this had been released as a mini-album it 
would have been devastating.(TM). 

FRENZAL RHOMB 

“A MAN’S NOT A CAMEL” (FAT WRECK CHORDS) 
Without a doubt the worse release I have ever heard from 
Fat Wreck. I have no idea why Fat Mike signed these 
Australians but they suck big time. This is dumb. It’s sot 
even pop punk it’s just pop!!!!! They. fail: miserably at 


trying to be funny like other Fat Wreck bands and it _ 


really is a waste of a record deal. This is. not worth 
anybody’s hard earned money ~ hell it ain’t even worth 
stealing.(DS) 

FU MANCHU 

“KING OF THE ROAD” (MAMMOTH RECORDS) 

The self styled untrendy Californian’ super stoners are. 
back with a new album and as long as you’re not looking 
for anything distinctly new or original from them then 
youll probably love this album.As vocalist Scott Hill 
says “We're not trying anything new,but: just getting 
better doing it”. That’s exactly what you're going to hear 
but if you're like me and love their sound then you'll 
love these’ twelve fresh: tunes.Jt’s jammed full: of low 
dow guitars,typical beats and. songs like “Grasshopper” 
and. “Breathing Fire’ show... the band. at their 
heaviest. You'll-be guaranteed that they never will change 
that sound.(MOS): 

GARRISON. 

“THE BEND: BEFORE THE BREAK” (REVELATION) 
“Serious Heavy Drania’” opens: the’ proceedings: ‘on this 
emo-rock five tracker with a mid-tempo guitar overload 
before “Harlow” picks.up the pace’ with it’s forced vocals 
and pushing almost: pop-punky::. guitars.The. near 
instrumental (save for a: line: or: two). “Aside. From 
Bleeding” creates areas for your ‘mind: to:wander into 
before “Untitled”. bririgs it. all toa: close’:in. fairly 
downbeat mood before ending it all. in: wailing: guitar 
noise.l like it!(TM) 

HASTE 5 
“PURSUIT IN THE FACE OF CONSEQUENCE” 
(CENTURY MEDIA). 

Want to now what Haste sound like?Well.of course you 
do, so take members of Snapease and Skintab,order them 
to unite, spew forth a perfect. blend: of both: their bands 
and ta da! you arrive at Haste ‘central. The: guitars mix 
technical squeaky licks (you: know the’ones:.. ‘where it 
sounds like the yelp..a: dog: (electronic dog: mind you) 
leaves out when you accidentally. step: on. its: paw) with 
kick-ass chugga riffing. The twin’ vocal--attack: is. quite 
impressive and their sound is completed by:lots of rolling 
toms ard passion.Another. release: which: should: please 
hardcore and metal fans: and probably: why: they: are on 
Century Media.(TM) 

HIMSA 

“GROUND BREAKING CEREMONY” 


\ (REVELATION)... i 


The opening section’ of this leads you to believe that the 
ed is skipping,it’s: not but: it’ sounds: cool anyway. Then 
comes the onslaught.Himsa: really: are’a’ mixed bag and 
this is a’ stunting .concoction::of an’ album which 
showcases. a) band :whose"sound:. kiows no. 
boundaries, Himsa: are’ groundbreaking: and this album 
grabs you in'a headlock: and. refuses to let you go before 
shaking you all'over. the place.Lyric wise the band come 
across as ‘some’ fucked’ up: drug: affected prophets of 
doom.A startling: album and destined: to:be the sound of 
Y2K.T™), 
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“FLT.T.W"(EPITAPH): 

What can I'say: Toby:and thé.boys just keep releasing one 
great album. after. another:18 excellent songs and you 
just wish there was'niore. If you don’t already own this 
album then you need to‘get, it quick. This is refreshing 
hardcore/punk: that just: lifts’ your ‘spirits and gets you 
bouncing: around every: tiie: you hear it. No one will be 
able. to” sit. still: hearingsorigs: like “Faster Than The 
World”, “Guilty by Association”, “Old School Recess” 
A true classic’ and'I cannot find one fault with the whole 
album. Just buy.if'iow.(DS). 

YAGAINST I 

“UM A F***ED UP DANCER BUT MY MOODS ARE 
SWINGING” (EPITAPH) 
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“tfeadcleaner” I Against I's previous album was 
crap.Typical pop-punk we've grown to expect and 
reject However for this album the lads must have been on 
serious doses of cop-on ‘cause they’ve come up with an 
incredible, infectious-can’t take it out of the walianan 
piece of work Seriously though, I’ve been huming these 
songs all day at work after only a few listens.So what 
have they done to make this album such a success?,well 
the introduction of some electronics, acoustics and crisp 
production didn’t do anything to harm the canse but it 
has to be the superb hooks and melodies that win it for 
them.(TM) 
INCUBUS 
“MAKE YOURSELF” (IMMORTAL/EPIC) 
TV really liked Faith No More.I also liked the previous 
Incubus releases. Maybe I was looking for someone to fill 
the void left by Faith No More when they 
disbanded. Well Incubus will never be as good as FNM 
but they are a damn fine band. This cd is awesome ~ it 
has evrything from the mellow laid back tunes to the 
speedy funked up sonic workouts they’re well known 
for.The rhythm of this record is amazing.Look you all 
know Tncubus,you all know their sound,there is nothing 
strikingly new on this one but why fix it when it’s not 
broken.(TM) 
INDECISION 
“TO LIVE AND DIE IN NEW YORK CITY” (EXIT) 
This lot are one of the best hardcore bands around at the 
moment: Indecision are fast hardcore — with screamy 
vocals, This is Artie’s first full length with the band and 
he’does'a fine job taking over from Tom.If you haven’t 
heard’ these guys before, this is the perfect example of 
their tight hardcore sound.All songs are excellent but 
stand ‘out tracks:‘Shadow = Boxing’, ‘Crucifix 
Escapist’(SM) Exit Records,PO Box 263 , New 
York,NY 10012 ,USA . www.wreck-age.com 
IN MY EYES 
“NOTHING TO HIDE” (REVELATION) 
‘This'artived during the Christmas holidays and a lovely 
present it was too.Clocking in at only 19 minutes and 31 
| secotids this twelve track full-length grabs your 
| utidivided attention and when it ends you'll press play 
i again'~'and maybe again.In My Eyes are a straight-edge 
& barid but by no means do they try and shove any X’s 
¢ down the throat preferring to present the listener with 
| sone’ positive hardcore which makes me realise why ?’m 
| into the’ whole style in the first place ~ for the music’,the 
 barids and for passion like this.If you liked any of In My 
Eyes’ previous recordings then you'll be amazed at the 
maturity and songwriting ability shown on this effort.I 
think’ this ‘cd will get a lot more plays in my house over 
the:'coming months and that’s the biggest tribute [ can 
pay’ them.(TM) 
INNER: DAM 
“WHEN ANGELS FALL” (RPP) 
Raging’ NYHC drenched in Integrity/Hatebreed style 
metalcore is what's on offer here and boy it rocks the 
casbah:Take a dash of old school hardcore ,a bucketload 
of iéw'school metalcore and a vocalist willing to cough 
blood’ to spread his lyrics and you’ve almost arrived at 
Inner’ Dam.This cd is a compilation of demos,? inch 
tracks and even a cover of 108°s “Killer of the Soul” but 
it all gels remarkably well to give the listen the 
impression that you are listening to a complete studio 
recotd:This is one of the best bands I’ve been introduced 
to of late.(TM) 
ISIS 
“THE RED SEA” 
(SECOND NATURE RECORDINGS) 
Twisted ‘technical metal/hardcore packed full of great 
ideas “and brilliant musicianship.Budding bands could 
stealan‘idea or ten from these guys.Kinda Neurosis and 
Integrity sounding in some parts and the vocals are low 
and“ forced (TM)Second Nature Recordings,PO Box 
11543; Kansas City, MO 64138 , USA. 
KID DYNAMITE 
“S/F"(IADE TREE) 
F Sweet suffering Nora there’s 19 tracks on this one and it 
: closks in at only half an hour!Another band whose name 
was being tossed around for fun by everyone from zine 
| Wnlets'to the mighty SOIA.But this wasn’t hype ,this 
_ Was-good’old fashioned praise and well deserved praise 
atthat “cos this is a belter.They remind me in some 
: places ‘Of amodem day Minor Threat which is no bad 
_ thing-A band that could interest fans of everything from 
hardcore to Pop-punk.Hunt them down!(TM) 


LAGWAGON 

“LET’S TALK ABOUT LEFTOVERS” 

(MY RECORDS) 

Well hely godithis cd must be hypnotic because I’ve 
been playing it to death since it arrived I’ve even copied 
it for the walkman.Sesiously though I think this is a 
superb release and must be given a fair go whether 
you’re a Lagwagon fan or not.Jt would be stupid of me to 
start picking out stand out tracks (the cd has 25 tracks) 
but I like being stupid sometimes so “Jimmy Johnson” 
and “A Feedbag of Truckstop Poetry” are simply too 
catchy to ignore. There’s also Lagwagons covers of Echo 
and he Bunnymen and Jawbreaker,both of which are 
class. Well feck it,the year 2000 is barely a month old and 
Tve a contender for pop-punk album of the year 
already Let’s talk about excellence.(TM)My Records,c/o 
Martin, Waldemarstr. 33 - 3QE, Berlin,Germany 10999. 
www.myrecords.com 

LEIA 

“MOOD SHIFTING TONES’(GENET) 

Listening to this as I made the five hour train journey 
from Boston to New York,] was blown away by the 
sweet but direct tones which dived from the 
earphones.Engulfed by lots of dreamy emo calm crushed 
by angry driving guitars the (real) journey faded into the 
background. The fact that the songs got noisy frequently 
distances it from the majority of emo releases and gives 
it that special edge.Some songs reminded me of 
Fireside,some of Fugazi and others of Jets To Brazil.l 
couldn’t recommend this enough. (TM) 

LIMP BIZKIT 

“SIGNIFICANT OTHER” (SONY) 

Without a doubt an album that may well change the way 
‘new school metal’ is headed. The success of this album 
will now endure us to a thousand Limp Bizkit wannabes. 
and depending on your view of this type of music you 
will welcome it or cringe, This is definitely more 
diverse then “Three Dollar Bill, Y'AII$” and not as hard 
hitting musically as there is a more hip-hop edge to this 
but it still has the energy of a little kid on smarties. With 
the exception of “Show Me What You Got” which is 
utter pants there is not a bad track on the album and 
although it goes from the heavier tracks like “Just Like 
This” and “Nookie” to the hip-hop of “N 2 Gether 
Now” and stopping off at the more mellow tracks like 
“No Sex” and “Nobody Like You” it all fits together 
although it took a couple of listens for the whole album 
to gel together but now it is one of my favorite albums 
of the year. And the best complement I can pay to it is it 
sounds nothing like Korn.(DS) 

LUNACHICKS 

“LUXURY PROBLEM"(GO-KART) 

Probably the shittiest name for a band ever!That might 
have been one of the major factors in why I never 
bothered to check them out?Althougt listening to this I 
might have to rethink that whole “don’t judge a book by 
it’s cover"tale, as this is feel good punky rock n’ rol 
which I was not expecting.The lyrics are amusing and 
with songs titles such as “Less Teeth More Tits” and 
“Bad Ass Bitch” you'll be forced to chuckleJust don’t 
call them babe! (TM) 

MACHINE HEAD 

“THE BURNING RED’(ROADRUNNER) 

Ta be totally honest I was expecting a lot more from this 
album. I had heard all the ‘hip-hop/rap’ rumours but with 
the exception of a couple of standout tracks like “The 
Blood, The Sweat, The Tears”, “Nothing Left” and 
“Devil with the Kings Card” it just sounds like a 
Machine Head rip off band. Nothing really new or 
exciting and in no way a patch on the “Bum My Eyes” 
album. Passionate lyrics but lacked the music to back it 
up....sadly.(DS) 

MEDULLA NOCTE/FREEBASE 

“FROM ONE EXTREME TO ANOTHER” 
(BLACKFISH) 

When you see the name of Blackfish Records one thing 
you can always expect is quality. Another thing ['ve 
noticed is that the releases are getting better and better 
and this split from two of Blighty’s craziest hardcore 
metal bands is no exception to their fucked up 
rule Freebase kick things off with the vein popping 
“Body About To Burst” and sound like a more metal 
version of Madball. Their take on Medulla’s classic “All 
Our Friends Are Dead”is as frightening as the original 
and they round things of nicely (7?) with the seething 
“Beneath Contempt”. Medulla on the other hand open 


their three track account with a new song in the form of 
“Nothing for Second”,a song which starts off with vocals 
sounding like an evil twisted AC/DC!!Their insane, 
charging cover of Freebases “Trying To Change” follows 
before all hell breaks loose on the high speed 
“ACA” The back cover of the cd features a Freebase 
band photo while the Medulla side is represented by four 
men inspecting a corpse.Charming! Whether or not this is 
Medulla Nocte is debateable (TM) 

MULGRAM 

“VIERHUNDERTFUNZIG VOLT” 

(PANDEMONIUM RECORDS) 

French noise-rock akin to Fugazi but with Alex Newport 
of Fudge Tunnel/Nailbomb style vocals on some 
tracks.(probably not as forced)Can’t say 1 know a whole 
pile about them cause this just arrived to promote their 
Irish and U.K. tour dates.Sadly I couldn’t make it to see 
them but by ail accounts they rocked as hard as they do 
on this!(TM)Pandemonium Rdz,c/o Kinetic Vibes - 
Philippe Petit,B.P. 64 13192 Marseille Cedex 20,France. 
NEUROSIS 

“TIMES OF GRACE”(RELAPSE) 

What can I say, Neurosis are Neurosis and for that you 
should buy this album alone. Always moving further 
with their sound , "Times Of Grace" goes one step 
towards the apocalypse more then “Through Silver in 
Blood" did. Starting off with a trippy/spacy style intro 
easing the listener in to the opening riff of "The 
Doorway”, a hammering barrage of a riff, and from there 
‘on in Neurosis crush and sooth in equal messures. Fans 
of Converge, Dazziling Killmen & Zeni Gevi should take 
note, Blasting organised chaos would fit the sound on 
this disc. Excellently recorded & mixed by Steve Albini. 
(SKIPPY) 

NO INNOCENT VICTIM 

“FLESH AND BLOOD"(VICTORY) 

Now this packs a punch. Enough heavy riffs on this to 
leave a few metal bands holding their jaws. The concept 
of a band singing the praises of Christianity may tum 
some listeners off but in reality it isn’t that overpowering 
and the music can more than stand on it’s own legs. The 
emotion in tracks such as “Flesh and Blood”, “Never 
Face Defeat” and “Pushed Aside” is matched by none.If 
you fancy a sound that meshes Agnostic Front with 
Sepultura, then you have to hear this.(TM) 

NO USE FOR A NAME 

“MORE BEXTERNESS"(FAT WRECK CHORDS) 

This is definitely a step up for No Use For A Name. It 
picks up where their last album left off. One big change 
is that Tony's voice has really taken shape, and come a 
long way from the last album. The songs are a lot more 
mid paced and there’s even a ballad, Also they cover 
“Pairy-Tale of New York” which sounds really fucking 
good. Definitely a must have for all No use fans, and for 
those of you who haven’t heard of these guys this is an 
album worth a listen(KD) 

ONE 4 ONE 

“SEVEN YEAR CIRCA” 

(TRIPLE CROWN RECORDS) 

Brilliant.from the opening doom laden piano and drams 
of “Ruins of Chagrin” to the closing riff drenched “Fire 
Walk With Me”,One 4 One grab you by the short and 
curlies and slap you around the room adding in a few 
belts to the floor for good measure and sheer 
perverseness. The songs on this would have both hardcore 
and metal pits going crazy.Dan’s vocals echo the despair 
of a man sentenced to death are are crushingly offset by 
some of the chunkiest riffs ever burned onto plasticAll 
for oneand One 4 OnetSory I couldn’ resist 
it}(TM)Triple Crown Records, PO Box , NY ,USA. 

ONE LAST SIN 

WHEN GUILT REIGNS” (RPP) 

Very metal. This album is a giant cut of brutal deathcore 
in the vein of All Out War Just as a matter of interest 1 
wonder is there many death metailers into these types of 
bands?Because I’m sure they would love these guys.OLS 
have all the evil riffs and growling vocals to wrestle with 
any death metal band.Sadly this cd didn’t do much for 
me but like I said if you're into death metal then you 
would like ‘em. (TM) 

ONE MAN ARMY 

“DEAD END STORIES” (ADELINE RECORDS) 

How do I do this band justice without mentioning the 
shadows of Rancid and U.S. Bombs.It would be so easy 
for me to name drop them but it’s definitely unfair as 
One Man Amny are their own band and have come up 
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lyrics and music is pretty depressing and heavy. The art 
work along with song title’s such as “If these scars could 
break” and “Desire the end” leave you in no doubt you 
are not dealing with a pop punk band here. It’s competent 
and well played but it’s not quite my cup of 
tea,(DS)SolidState Recerds,PO Box 12698,Seattle, WA 
98111, USA.www.solidstaterecords.com 
ZEBRAHEAD 

“WASTE OF MIND"(COLUMBIA) 

Big happy music. These chaps kinda remind me of a host 
of bands,all being a different twist on that L.A. metal 
sound.Bands such as Snot,Deftones,KomIncubus and 
Hed-pe.They fire every style possible into the blender 
which emerges in shapes of hip-hop verses,metal and 
rock riffs and pop-punk choruses.It’s very formulaic 
throughout the songs ~ going for a rap verse, big metal 
riff and pop-punk chorus almost everytime.On the plus 
side they show some clever guitar work and a beefed up 
rhythm section.Not original by any stretch of the 
imagination. (TM) 

WA “FUCK THE NORTH SOUTH 
DIVIDE..THIS IS THE MIDLANDS” 
(HIDEOUS EYE) 

Hardcore,metal and punk compilation on Assert’s 
Hideous Eye Records. A short review would say £5, 13 
bands, 22 songs representing the different styles within 
the UK today just buy it and enjoy it. A longer review 
would say it features a diverse array of hardcore bands 
from the more well know : Assert, Medulla Nocte, 
Stampin’ Ground and Freebase to the lesser known bands 
like :Sarlac, Underule and Set Against. Every track is 
well produced and there are no shit tracks on the ed. £5, 
13 bands, 22 songs representing the different styles 
within the UK today just buy it and enjoy it}(DS) 
Hideous Eye,45 Chiltern Gardens, Dawley, Telford TF4 
2QQ,England, 

V/A “BUILT FOR SPEED 

A MOTORHEAD TRIBUTE” (VICTORY) 

A tad disappointed with this one I thought it was going to 
tock.Blood for Blood emerge as champions from this one 
following their brawling cover of “Ace of Spades”. 
Elsewhere Integrity cover “Orgasmatron” with Dwid 
sounding almost identical to Lemmy. although to say 
they deliver a great version warts and all would be a bit 
to close for comfort for Mr-Kilmister.Elsewhere you'll 
find covers by Dropkick Murphys,Skarhead and others 
from the punk and hardcore world.(TM) 

V/A “VOICE OF A NEW GENERATION - A 
TRIBUTE TO BLITZ”(RHYTHM VICAR) 

Okay V’ll hold my hand up. When it comes to Oi! I know 
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VORT’N VIS 


HARDCORE 
FESTIVAL 1998 


jack shit.(Anyone out there wanna write on that style?)So 
‘with that in mind I'm hearing most of these songs for the 
first time.Well the originals can’t be bad ‘cos there’s 
some top notch rumbles on this one.On the Irish side of 
things we have the wonderful Skint and the even more 
wonderful Runnin’ Riot who’s cover of “Warriors” is 
easily the best song on here.Elsewhere tracks by The 
Ultimate,Red London,GundogJockney Rejects and Red 
Alert will have you boppin’ down to the offy.(TM) 

V/A “A TRIBUTE TO TERRIBLE” (CHORD) 
Sampler featuring songs by a whole list of bands like 
Stigmata and Compression to name just two.Serves well 
as an introduction to bands like Diecast and Dare To 
Defy. This cd covers a wide variety of styles in modem 
day metal and hardcore with Candiria and E-Town 
Concrete being undoubtably the standout bands.A great 
introduction if you’re not familiar with the bands.(TM) 
Chord Recordings, PO Box 15793 , Philadelphia,PA 
19103, USA. www.chordrecordings.com or 
toodhype@aol.com 

VIA “A TRIBUTE TO THE EXPLOITED - 
TROOPS OF TODAY”(RHYTHM VICAR) 

Never really an Exploited fan so can't really judge the 
covers against the originals but the songs on this aren’t 
bad.Wouldn’t make me rash out and get same Exploited 
though but then its hardly released for that 
purpose.Blanks 77 open the cd which also features ‘The 
Bruisers,Road Rage, Violent Society and a whole host of 
bands Pve never heard of.} really can’t say a whole lot 
about this.Look if you tike The Exploited then ['m sure 
you'll like the way the bands pay homage to them.(IM) 
V/A “VORT ‘N VIS HARDCORE FESTIVAL 
1998"(GENET) 

Flip it!I’d say this festival was great crack with lots of 
really cool bands to see.Bands that played were Thumbs 
Down,Culture,Facedown,Liar,Earthmover and Congress 
to name a few.Alot of styles catered for too but with 
most live eds the real fun is had at the gig itself.If you 
were at it get it,if you’re thinking about going do and get 
this to warm you up.(TM) 

V/A “HARDCORE KNOCKOUT 2 

A GENET SAMPLER” (GENET) 

Good God !Genet never do things by half measure thats 
for sure.Featuring a track from 23 different bands this is 
typical of a label not afraid to put out every underground 
style possible.So with that ,the beautifil heads of 
metal,punk,hardcare and emo dre all reared like a 60ft 
monster pearing over a brick wall.Standout bands for me 
are Walls of Jericho, Leiah ,Fall Silent ,Thumbs Down, 
Andéromeda,Bob Tilton and Facedown Something for the 
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weekend?Something for everyone!Fair fucks to 
Genet.(TM) 

V/A “GIVE ‘EM THE BOOT 2” (HELLCAT) 
Second installment in the Hellcat Records sampler 
compilations. What you get here is a quick introduction to 
some of the punk/ska sounds that have been released on 
the label. The ska ranges from the traditionally rooted 
stuff to the classic two tone style while the punk is of the 
‘77 style flavour.Some of the bands featured include 
Dropkick Murphys,Hepeat.Rancid,The Pietasters,US 
Bombs,F-Minus,The Slackers and. Buju Banton.An 
excellent sampler. Enough said!! (TM) 

V/A “VAGRANT RECORDS SUMMER 1999 
SAMPLER”(VAGRANT RECORDS). 

A song from each of the following’ makes up this 
sampler : Face To Face,The Get Up Kids,No Motiv and 
Automatic 7.FTF give us their cover of INXS’s “Don’t 
Change”.W’s fairly punky. and: doesn’t’ sound half- 
bad. The Get Up Kids (who are a huge draw Stateside) 
play a very pop influenced form of emd-rock while No 
Motiv play something similar to’ the. Foo Fighters 
style.Automatic 7 for me have the best track on this od_A 
big streetpunk affair dripping with melody If any. of that 
appeals to you then get checking: out.(TM)Vagrant 
Records,2118 Wilshire Blvd.#361,Santa.; Monica,CA 
90403,USA. 

WA “USHERING IN A’ NEW-AGE: OF 
QUARREL - A UKHC TRIBUTE TO THE 
CRO-MAGS”(BLACKFISH RECORDS) 

Bring it on.This is legendary.Take ‘some’ Cro-Mags 
tunes,hold a gun to some UKHC bands’ heads,put the 
frighmers on them,force ‘them: to: deliver devastating 
versions of Cro-Mags anthems and then release it all on 
cd with excellent packaging ( featuring an interview with 
John Joseph and words on what the band 'inean to people) 
and artwork.Blackfish really are too good to us.1 couldn't 
possibly start picking favourites because’ very song is 
excellently covered with each: band” adding: their’ owa 
special sounds to the take.Bands’ featurd include Public 
Disturbance, Stampin’ Ground,” Freebasé, “Voorhees, 
Divide and Ireland’s own 2000 Strong and D.S.F/A.IF al 
those bands are not reason enough to buy this'¢d there is 
always the fact that proceeds’ from this: cd will also. 
benefit John Joseph’s Food For The Homeless Project in 
New York,You gotta get °this!(TM)Available for 
£6,50/$14 ppd from Blackfish’ Récords,PO Box 15, 
Ledbury ,HR8 1YG ,UK (Pay : Blackfish Records). 
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DROPKICK MURPHYS 


The Dropkick Murphys have finally got the recognition 
they so rightly deserve.Their Irish folk flavoured 
streetpunk anthems have got to be some of the most 
passionate and down to earth punk ever written.At their 
first gig on their second visit to Ireland,[ managed to 
capture Matt (“Tough Sticks” Kelly — drums) and during 
his post gig meal we squashed into a corner to talk about 
the band,horse tranquillisers and of course, Ireland. 
Interview by Trevor Meehan. 


You have probably answered this a hundred times or more 
but where did the name Dropkick Murphys come from? 
Matt:A guy named Dropkick Murphy,he was a wrestler or 
football player or something,he had a clinic in Boston...before 
detox clinics and A.A. was around....and guys would come in 
after a weekend bender,sign themselves in and be tied to a 
bed.They were given horse tranquillisers to get them through 
it and they would detox you.People died there because they 
didn’t know how to do it properly.Jt was just a rough and 
tumble place where anyone from bums to politicians could 
sign themselves in.They had some racket going with the taxi 
drivers where the clinic would pay the cab fare if the person 
needed a ride there.So the cabbies would collect bums off the 
streets and throw them in there so they would get their 
fare.The guys would wake up and be like “what the fuck’s 
going on here?” .It was just a wacky clinic and grandfathers 
would talk about the place and be like “Hey that guy is an 
animal,he was at Dropkick Murphys”.Ken thought that was a 
really good name for a band! 


. This is the end of the current European tour.So how did it 
go? 

M:Really good.We played all over Europe with Voice of a 
Generation but in Sweden we played with $9 Times The 
Pain, VOAG and Bombshell Rocks.We had a good time. These 
guys are awesome.They’re great guys to tour with.When they 
get drunk they’re animals.The tour’ went) really “well. We 
played Berlin to hundreds of people and we’ve met even more 
new people and that’s great. 

T:..so the crowds are getting bigger every time? 

M:I think we’ll have to take a break for a while ‘cos we've 
been here a couple of times this year and it’s getting a bit too 
much,but over here the crowds have definitely. got 
bigger. Who knows how many people would have been here if 
we played Cork the last time.This time in Dublin we'll be 
expecting alot more people than the last time. 

T:...and how has the second album “The Gangs: All Here” 
been received ‘cos the original vocalist has left and Al didn’t 
sing on the first one? 

M:It’s outsold “Do or Die” by two to one as. far as: “Do or 
Die” was at this time last yearIt’s doing really’ well and 
people know the songs.It’s got great reviews,some: bad ones 
but generally good reviews.I was surprised. 


This is your second time in Ireland in about.7/8 months. 
What do you think of it here? 

M:Ken couldn’t come the first time because he was in hospital 
but I told him “it was the sickest fuckin’ show I ever saw in 
my life”.We didn’t know what to expect because it could have 
been “fuck you,you think you’re Irish” Jt was overwhelming 


7) and it felt so good to play in front of people that knew the 


songs and were so appreciative. Tonight was insane. We played 
in Edinburgh in Scotland and that was nuts. The Scots and the 
Irish are mad as hell! 

T:..and were you here yourself before the band came? 

M:Yeah I was here for three weeks about five years ago with 
my aunt,uncle and cousin, We did a’ bit’ of travelling,we spent 
alot of time around Doolin and) Dingle Bay.We played 
traditional music in pubs'and I tried to play the bodhran- 
T:..were the Dropkicks going at the time? 

M:No the Dropkicks are only. around about four years.The 
first thing they did was the. split.7 inch with The Ducky 
Boys,then the “Fire and Brimstone”.7 inch and a few other 
‘things.1 joined right after “Boys On The Docks” came out. 
.T:The gig in Slattery’s in Dublin was amazing? Were you 
surprised by the reaction? 

Milt was the greatest experience of my life and that’s no 
bullshit! 

T: .even though you played half the set with your knees 
around your ears,squashed up against the wall? 

Milt was like that after two, songs!and I had beer and sweat 
and all kinds of bodily fluids ‘all over met wish Kenny had 
been there,Rob filled. in on bass arid he did a great job. That 
kinda encouraged us to. come: back ‘so. soon,so Kenny could 
get back to the old'sod! 

T:Runnin’ Riot played-with..you at that gig:and they are 
playing with you again. ?7Did you. get the chance to check out 
any other Irish bands? 

M: Blood and Whiskey!I love those guys.We, had: some stuff 
on the bus and there was one band called .....Shit 


- The song “Get Up” is an obvious tribute to Stiff Little 


Sandwich!The lyrics were pretty good but that name?I think 
one of the songs was even called “Burp the Worm’ !!It was a 
cd'demo or something. 


Fingers. and I find it amazing the influence they’ve had on 
todays punk rock? What do you think? 

M: I agree completely.So many bands’ are influenced by 
them.Some of their new stuff is a little questionable.I saw 
them a couple of years ago when, Gang Green opened for 
them in Chicago.We were playing up the street ,so we 
finished and headed down to see them.Their first couple of 
albums are very influential. 


From: the current album “Wheel of Misfortune” is an 
absolute gem. It’s so traditional Irish yet carries the 
Dropkick snarl. How did the band come up with that one? 
M: We wanted to write a tough folk song or a kind of pirate 
song, It’s like a twisted version of some folky songs we listen 
to-and that’s what we wanted to do with it.We wrote it with 
trad: instruments in mind and we got a guy called Johnny 
Cunningham ~ who’s involved with Irish trad in America - to 
help out. 


How: did the Warped Tour go? Did you get to see many 
bands? 

M:. We played five or six shows on the last one,three in 
Canada and two in the States.This time we played the whole 
thing.T hated most of the bands,they’re not my idea of what 
music is about but other than that The Bouncing Souls were 
great,? Seconds were insane and so were Agnostic 
Front,Avail and H2O.The people who put it on and the 
catering company were awesome.The crowd was mixed from 
little kids to skinheads but that was cool. 

T:.Do: you want to tell us about the car park incident with the 
militant straight-edgers in Salt Lake City on one of the dates? 
M: What it was....there was five or six skinheads flipping us 
off while we were on stage.They were like “fuck you” and 
everyone else was having fun,so we were like “okay we’ll see 


you guys after the show”. They were being dicks to everyone 
that was trying to have fun.People were trying to dance and 
they were standing there hitting them and stuff like that. We 
went down to the car park and they didn’t expect us and 
myself and Ken went at them and Ken laid one of them out 
and he was like “J just wanted to talk” and they took off and 
we gave chase.It all boiled down when more of our friends 
arrived and more of theirs arrived too.Jt was all bullshit! They 
thought we had a problem with Slapshot.I said to them “firstly 
if we had a problem with Slapshot what business is it of 
yours?you’re from Salt Lake City,Slapshot and us are from 
Boston and secondly Ken and I are putting out a tribute to 
Slapshot on our own record label so if we had a problem with 
them we would hardly do that!” They just took their ideals to 
far and got into other peoples business.All you can do is 
squash these rumours. 

T: ..and what do you think of that lot now or had you already 
encountered such bullshit? 

M:I was straight edge for eight years when I was a kid and it 
was nothing about wearing X’s or beating up people who 
didn’t drink or any of that.J hung out with people who would 
be drinking 40’s,shooting heroin,smoking crack and snorting 
coke.! think militant straight edge is retarded. 


The band are as much influenced by Oi as you are by 
punk? So what bands are we likely to find in your record 
collection that might surprise us? 

M:Iron Maiden,Rose Tattoo,AC/DC... 

T:Who’s your favourite Iron Maiden vocalist and what’s your 
favourite Iron Maiden album? 

M:Paul Dianno and “Killers”. 

T:..it has to be Bruce for me.. 

M:Well I have about five albums with Bruce on too but I got a 
live Japanese import with Dianno singing and it’s so raw! It’s 
awesome! have some Simon>& Garfunkel too,I suppose 
that’s a little strange.I didn’t buy it,ssomeone was throwing it 
away and I said I'll have that! 


Whats next for the band ? 

M:We do a five week tour of America with Blood for Blood 
and others ,then we’re home for three days before we do a ten 
day tour of Austrailia.I think Toe to Toe will be playing those 
dates with us.After that we'll do some acoustic folky gigs 
around bars in New England.It’s easy to do because most of 
the stuff is written on acoustic guitar at the start anyway.We 
should be writing the third album soon too which should be 
out before the end of 2000.We might do an acoustic e.p or 
something too.We just did a split cd with The Business which 
sees us covering them,them covering us and both of us doing 
a song together.We cover a song by Rick’s old band The 
Outlets too.We do their first single which came out in 1980 I 
think. 


Would you like to say hello or thanks to anyone? 
M:Thanks to you for a good interview,you kept it 
interesting,sorry for he interuptions.Hello to Blood and 
Whiskey,Runnin’ Riot,Skint and everyone who comes to see 
us and keeps us going.Write to us.Write to our label Flat 
Records.When we’re home we get the mail,when we’re on 
tour Ken’s wife gets it, and if she can answer it she will. 


Contact both Dropkick Murphys and Flat Records at : 
PO Box 7504,Quincy,MA 02269,USA. 


LEIAH ‘Mood shifting tones’ 7°7MC 
LEIAH strongly reininds me of great bands 
like GET UP KIDS, MINERAL, 
KOSJER D, CHRISTIE FRONT DRIVE, ... 


Excellent stuff! : 
Aliso out now 


LEIAH/HEBRIANA spilt 7’ 
www.pyrthus.be — pyrrhus@pyrrhus.be 


GENET RECORDS 


PO BOX 447-8000. GENT 1- BELGIUM 
Write for trades or wholesale prices - Serid. 2 For a huge maitorder cOtalog 


How can you introduce this band withut falling short of the 
mark? They have singl handedly introduced thousands of 
people to hardcor,myself included. Some call them the Kings 
of NYHC,some call them hardcore legends,whichever you 
prefer they simply call themselves Sick Of It AllAfter a 
frenetic gig in Templebar Music Centre: myself. and Craig 
found a: space in. the crowded dressingroom to talk 
shop.tnterview by Trevor Meehan 

A special thanks to 2000 Strong for setting it all up. 


Hello Craig welcome to Ireland and thanks for the interview. 
Craig:Thank you. 


When did you arrive here? 

C:Abh...yesterday itt the evening.We parked up by the river 
(Liffey) and I got out and had a Guinness. They gave me some 
extra cold stuff...1 don’t know what that was but it wasn’t 
quite what I was looking for.Back home in New York,many 
of my friends are Irish so I drink Guinness from time to time.J 
gotta send them all postcards while I’m here. 


50 how long is the current tour? How has it been going? 
Clls been one month so far and it’s been great.We go to 
Iceland tomorrow. This is our first time in Ireland so I’m real 
excited about that and it will be our first time in Iceland 
also:I’m pretty psyched.| just don’t like the amount of flying 


FIT ALL 


that’s gonna have to be done.I’m not-teo goed on airports and 
flying. Then we go back for two weeks off and then we do a 
seven week U.S. tour. 

Trevor:...with Indecision and others? 

C:..yeah, it’s called “Life On The Ropes Tour” and it’s like a 
whole bunch of bands. 


You're just after playing some festivals? How did they go? 
C:lt was great.Everything was cool.We played Reading and a 
bunch of others.The shows have been good on_ this 
tour.Everything has been fine.] hurt my leg before we came 
but it hasn’t affected me.I feel great. 


You mentioned Reading,how did that go because you were 
on the main stage which cut you off from the crowd? 

C:l had to go into my own to get excited...into my own 
head,you know what I mean? couldn’t really feel the people 
too much but it was still really good.Jt was a different 
experience and that’s cool. 

T:You were on early too? 

C:Yeah but we’ ve done big festivals like that before so you’ ve 
just gotta draw on a different inspiration...get inspiration from 
inside...less from the crowd,more from yourself,but it went 
well. 


A few years ago there was an incident involving yourselves 
and some fucker that was beating up a girl at a gig. Would 
you like to tell the story and has all the lawsuit business been 
resolved? 

C:This guy was beating up a girl and we came upon this as it 
was happening... 

T: Was it your gig? 

C:lt was a Warped Tour show...he was beating her up so we 
beat the guy up and everyone makes a big deal out of it but 
you would have probably done the same thing,anybody would 
have done the same thing,so yeah it was illegal but it was the 
right thing to go at the time so we did it. 

T:Then he tried to sue? 

C:He did sue us...it’s cleared up now but it was annoying ‘cos 
you know you were doing the right thing.The girl he beat up 
didn’t get anything...she slipped away and nobody knew who 
she was. 


T read somewhere that a tour with Slayer was on the cards in 
America.Did that go ahead ? 

C:Yeah that was fun.Tom Araya was really cool.I wouldn’t do 
it again though because we are our own band and we have our 
own fans.It’s good to try different things but we don’t need 
that.I’m happy with the fans we have and the people who 
support us and you know,if it’s two hundred people in a room 
then that’s great.As long as their hearts are in it I'm happy. 
T:How did the Slayer crowd take to you? 

C:The Slayer crowd liked us.They’re crazy.They’re real 
dangerous people but they were into it-Most nights we got a 
good response and it was really fun. The guys in the band were 
all cool so it was good. 


i think the straight edge issue causes a lot of division in 
America , whereas over here everyone gets on with enjoying 
the music.Do you feel the crowds are more accepting of a 
band over here? 

C:Yeah I think so.They’re not so petty in their 
judgements.Here people see the music,listen,read the lyrics 
and feel it think in NY it becomes very fashionable 
sometimes and a bunch of little kids go around trying to tell 
you about wisdom,when they’re just children.That’s not to 
insult somebody but you are better off trying to learn than 
trying to teach because you learn alot more when you listen 
instead of talking and on that note I’ll be quiet! 


Do you agree with the “crossover” tag your music has been 
given mainly because you have such a wide appeal? 

C:Pll tell ya..there’s no discrimination here.People enjoy 
us,enjoy our band,they are free to appreciate what they 
want.You come to our show,you have fun,I hope you’ll like 
the show.I don’t care if your hair’s down to your ass,your 
head’s shaved,you’ve got one arm...doesn’t matter to me.Just 
have a good time and if you’re a cool person then it’s all 
good.Metal kids are great,they love music just like punk kids 
love music,just like in the seventies rockers loved music 
too.Some of the music is a little more intense,like hardcore 
has obviously alot more intensity involved 
mentally,physically and spiritually. Whatever you like is good 
for you. 

T:...and the wide appeal thing? 

C:Yeah...we get all kinds of kids..something like say 
Therapy? get.They get punk kids,metal kids,just music kids 
and indie rock guys.It’s cool when bands are open like that 
and don’t try to discriminate.I’m trying my best,you’re trying 
your best,we’re all reaching for something we can’t quite 
explain.There should be support,people shouldn't work 
against each other,they should work together.That’s what 
hardcore was built on. 


What happened with East West.Was it your decision to leave 
or was the door opened for you? 

C:Yeah the door was open and they could have closed it on us 
but we ran as fast as we could.It worked well for “Scratch the 
Surface” but you know what’s good one day is terrible the 
next.All the people that worked there,we knew from the 
scene. They had a whole division of people that were going to 
work for us and they did,for like eight months and “Scratch...” 
sold really well because these people knew what they were 
doing.Then all those people got fired because when the time 
comes at a major label for people to get raises,you either get a 
raise or generally they fire everybody from the bottom and 
hire new people so the salaries don’t go up and they keep their 
costs down.So all the people we knew ‘got fired’ and new 
people came in and “Built to Last” was kind of a disaster in as 
far as it went quieter. 


So then you hooked up with Fat Wreck Chords owned by Fat 
Mike of NOFX?How did this come about?Had you: other 
offers from other labels and why did you decide. on Fat 
Wreck? 

C:We asked him to do the viny] for our albums but ‘while we 
were on a major he didn’t want to do it “cos you now that’s 
the way he is.Then we got out of the contract, with Bast West 
and he called us up and we spoke to him. We had offers from a 
few labels but his was by far,far the best offer.We felt: more 
comfortable with him ‘cos he’s an easy person’ to 
communicate with.He’s a cool guy.He’s thé same as us except 
we're cast coast,he’s west coast....there’s a difference in the 
music.,.they’re (NOFX) more musical,we’re more aggressive 
sounding but we all come from the. old hardcore/punk 
scene. We're like bastard cousins in a way and it worked out. 


Where did the title of the current album “Call: To Arms” 


7) come from? 


C:We were not sure what to do and we were like shit!shit!.1 
think Pete came up with it,we were going back and forth and 
he brought in the picture and we were like wow,that’s great 
and we came up with it.The song.wasn’t even. written 
yet. Then the song was written and it all came together. 


Did you intentionally set out to record an album that mixed 
all the best parts from your previous recordings? 


C:The way we did this one was raw...like plug in,tune up,get a 


good sound and go!..no layering..just live.We: were:very 
simple about it..just bang it out from the hip..swing..boom!! 
think it came out well.We hada lot more layering on 
#Scratch....” and “Built....”.Jt all depends ‘on the mood at the 
time. 

T:So you could change again for the next one? 

C:Yeah the next album could be different. mean it all comes 
out sounding like SOLA but the approach to each album is a 
little different.lt depends on how we all feel.We usually sit 
down and have a conversation and it’s like... “I want to try 
this” and “I want to try that”.We all have alot of experience in 
the studio,like me and Armand,we were in bands way before 
SOIA,so we know different things about the studio.It’s not 
that apparent in SOIA albums but we try different ways of 
recording sometimes.Jt’s fun.It’s the fun part of being a 
musician....part of me is a hardcore kid but part of me is also 
into studio work and playing the instrument and trying to 
create stuff. 


You're.also in Creep Division. 

C:Yeah singing...:no.bass., 

‘Ts with-some Good Riddance. people... 

C:Yeah.Chuck plays guitar and Ross plays bass. 

T: What style‘do you play? 

C:Old three chord broken down style,very sloppy,it’s good if 
you like old school hardcore. 

Tilscit just a bit of fun? 

C:Yeah,} wrote a bunch of songs,we were hanging out one 
day and Chuck took some drumsticks and started. hitting a bed 
and-that night we played our first show.Next thing we did a 
couple of tours.We’re not really known yet but it’s areally 
fresh fon band for me.It’s. ail the shit J-can’t do with SOLA 
‘cos it’s a little too stupid or alittle too simple. 


You have also set up your own label, Banner Records. 

C: Yeah: but the. thing is [set itup and it was ready to go but 
Tmo never home so everything is sitting there but 1 haven’t 
released anything. don’t know. what’s going to happen ,unless 
1 hire somebody todo it,but [don’t want to do that because I 
want to-do it myself.So it’s difficult.’m at a stuckpoint. We'll 
see what happens when I get some time off. 

T:l heard the proposed réleases were by Straight Ahead , 
Krakdown and: Creep Division.Have these surfaced? 

Ci} have them. all sitting in. my house,all ready,all the artwork. 
done.! gotta. get them pressed but right now I can’t ‘cos we’re 
on, tour the whole time. 

T:So will Creep Division go with another label? 

C: When we record I'll give it to everybody.! already talked to 
Fat Mike and I talked, to the gut at Nitro. They’ve all said as 


| 'soon as it comes out send it to me. 


So aside from SOLA and Creep Division you’ve still found 
time to fit in some guest appearances on albums by the likes 
of Shutdown and Skarhead? 

C:The deal with Shutdown was that Jimmy from Murphy’s 
Law said “hey come sing on this record” and I didn’t really 
know the kids yet but I met them and they were really cool.He 
knew them for a while so we just hung out. I wrote a couple of 
lines,went crazy and had fun.Now I know how to sing ‘cos I 
practised alot in the last six months,especially with Creep 
Division.I sing alot better now soon future SOIA stuff you 
might hear me sing alot more.] had to learn fast ‘cos after the 
first couple of Creep shows | couldn’t talk: and I was spitting 
blood and shit! 


When you play live it must be pretty frustrating working out 
the setlist to keep everyone happy? 

Ci don't do the setlist! tell them. TU play. any song 
anyuime. Armand and Lou-do the setlist and they go crazy and 
just argue.! stay out of that shit. It’s like: putting gasoline on.a 
fire..stay away from. that shit!Every now and then J say we 
gotta do this song and it’s like for a week.“he’s an asshole” 
and “what’s wrong with him?”.Then finally we do it and ’'m 
happy. 


So what have you been listening to on the road? 

C:Nothing.1 used to bring my cd walkman, but on this tour and 
the last I didn’t bring it.Too much noise.I just want it to be 
quiet at night listen to stuff at home but when. we come off 
four { listen: to nothing ‘for-about’ a. weekjespecially. lately 
because I've been having problems with my ears so I've been 
iving them a rest. wear earplugs onstage now ‘cos I don’t 
Want to go deaf. 


What would be your ideal gig line-up ? including your own 
band, 

C:Lynrd Skynrd,Minor Threat,The Who..:.Maivin Gaye,we’ ll 
bring him back’ for the show.We’re not even playing ‘cos | 
want to go to’ it:As far as hardcore goes, ‘mostly the bands I 
like I’ ve seeii-T never got to: see Minor Threat:7Seconds would 
be on the bill: 


T: Would you ever consider doing something like Tan Mckaye 
has. done,going from. Minor. Threat to” Fugazi:like ‘doing 
something away from hardcore? ' 

C:Yeah sure.’ sure Pll be playing for a long time.f.got the 
Creep Division thing which is:similar to. SOLA but other kinds 
of music...yeah, [t's just a matter of havitig the time todo it, 


What can we expect next from the band? 

C:Another album.We’ll: try: different angles’ but ‘don’t: get 
hervous,it’s not going to be different different,but alittle 
different to the current one. We'll sée what happens: 


The song “Sanctuary” on “Call To’ Arms” addresses your 
love of the hardcore scene.After all these years do-you. still 
have the same passion for the music and for the touring? 
C:Pretty: much.Lou: wrote “the. ‘lyrics for that. You: know 
something 'm-a creature of habit. can do lots: of things like 
TPm-a.good cook and I can box real well too but music is what 
I dosit’s who:l ant and: Ell continue to: do-it: 


Do you think hardcore has a bright future? What new bands 
have impressed you? 

C:I wonder about that?Before I always felt like it did but now 
are kids really listening anymore? Young kids are so drawn in 


by. the media. You know, our song “pass the Buck”?,read. the 
lyrics to that sorig,the end especially...that’s how | feel about 
it. Kids: are so shook up about image and stuff like fashion. 
don’t see kids coming up underneath me that can carry it very 
well:I mean sometimes I'do but will it be worldwide spread?1 
see the older bands travelling but I don’t see so many younger 
bands travelling that much.We need that to keep this thing 
alive: There’s an old saying “support your scene”, without that 
things are going to beshit.It’s not like I’m out of touch,I’m at 
a show everyday practically. 

T:So:have-any new bands impressed you? 

C:A band called F-Minus are really good,they’re from L.A. 
and a band called Throwdown are really good too. 


Hlow:loug have Sick Of IL All left? 

CP don’t know.we'll see.l’ny sure we've quite a few albums 
leftT-don’t plan on giving up anytime soon} think we'll be 
safe:for the next five or six years so don’t worry abotit it 


Avid for your parting shot.it’s all yours? 

Ci’ve never been to Irelandthis is ry ‘first time,but Ireland 
don’t ruin’ your scene.It’s a delicate thing that can be ruined so 
easily.Ie seems good,it’s probably growing tight?so don’t let 
toughguys come in and fightdon’t get caught up, in image: or 
Straight edge.just have: an: open scene where everybody has 
fun and enjoys themselves.Don’t come down on people and 
be cool, Thanks. 
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ZINE REVIEWS 


Just a quick note on the zine reviews.Due to the amount 
needing review the reviews are very straight forward and 
basically just let you know about each zines content. 
Hopefully next time round the amount to be reviewed 
will not be as large and a more detailed review will 
appear.Also if you do a zine ,send it to the address at the 
start for review.Maybe if you send off for a zine you 
ight do me a Tavour and mention this anes] 
name, Thanks. Trev 
HURLING ABUSE #1 (£1+postage) 
Irish hardcore zine compiled by Aidan from 2000 
Strong.Plenty of interviews with the likes of Madball , 
SOIA, Knuckledust Forced Life , Dropkick Murphys 
and Residence . Photos galore,some writings on personal 
straight edge views and lots of record reviews. Well 
worth getting.Aidan’s gone off to America now so | 
don’t know if the zine will continue . I think Abusive 
Music Distro has some copies left so write to Tan. 
Abusive Music c/o lan Lawless , Trinity, Ashford .Co. 


SxE ramblings and drawings of Predator type 
things.Superb photos courtesy of Naki. 

Darren Hilsdon,12 Belmont Close ,Wickford Essex , 
$S12 OBR England, 

STUBBLE #25 (2?) 

A mixed bag indeed.Alongside interviews with The 
Amazing Royal Crowns you'll find The Cardigans and 
The Black Crowes!!What these people are on, 1 don’t 
know?A shit load of record review,some live reviews and 
even video reviews pack up it’s pages.A strange zine.Not 
to fond of this it must be said, mainly due to a lack of 
interest in the bands interviewed. 

Stubble Music Zine, PO Box 1420,Attlebro.MA 
02703,USA. 

GUILLOTINE 4 18 ($5ppd) 

Rivals In-Effect for best zine in my eyes.Tons of bands 
on display like AH Out War,In My Eyes,OS10L,E-Town 
Concrete.This issue deals with “bringing the fun back 
into hardcore’.Glossy cover too.Gig reviews,scene 
reports,movie,record and book reviews and loads more. 
314 79th Street,#8 E Brooklyn, New York 11209,USA, 


Wicklow , Ireland. 
NOSEBLEED #19 (£2 ppd) 
Excellent Irish zine mostly covering punk. This issue sees 
the Dropkick Murphys,U.S. Bombs, Sir Killalot and The 
Dickies.Also a piece on “Why Dana must die!!”.Lots of 
superb artwork from Boz and a good layout too. 
Nosebleed Press,55 Fonten-Oi St..Phibsboro, Dublin 
7.Jreland. 
WITH HARMFUL INTENT 41 (£1 ppd) 
Irish zine covering punk metal and some hardcore. 
Kormy from bog-punk: warriors Anti-Hero is the man 
behind it.Lovely chats with Medulla Nocte,Paget Sound 
and Tooth make up most of the zine.Not a whole pile of 
reviews or photos but a good start none the less. The 
piece on Tower Records is still cat though Cormac! 
14 Antogher Road , Roscommon , Ireland. 
gtshechan@eircom.net 
NO BARCODES NECESSARY #7 (£2 ppd) 
Mel has been doing this zine for ages and always has a 
word or two to say. The interviews are usually a fine read. 
due to Mels intelligent questions and this time Assert, 
BoySetsFire,Knuckledust,Ebola,Outlast and Area Effect 
are in the firing line.Covers a wide variety of 
underground music but with a worrying lack of respect 
for metallic hardcore(Mel you'll have to get that 
sorted!) 
Mel Hughes 83 Glebe Pk..Chanterhill Enniskillen, BT74 
4DB,NJretand. 
FRACTURE #8 (send postage cost and sae) 
Fracture could probably be called the best zine in the 
U.K.Their print run is massive and they cover 
everything.A colums section and even a good old 
readers letters page are regular features. This issue sees 
interviews with Shellac,Samiam,The Judas Factor, Thirty 
Seconds Until Armageddon and more. The layout is very 
neat especially the record review section which has a 
superb display of album covers.Possibly up to no. 10 or 
11 by now.Subsribe now! 
PO Box 623,Cardiff,CF3 4ZA,Wales,UK. 
fracturezine@hotmail.com 
CLUB STUPID #3 (£1 sterling plus postage) 
‘This is'a zine with truck loads of humour.The 
this are very funny with some excellent pi¢ces: 
(do not try this aat home) and wisdom.A sligl 
slant to this zine is the Hong Kong “ cinema 
reviews.Accompanying the record and zine reviews are 
good. interviews with Imbalance, Irish hardcore heros 
Residence,Murphys Law,H20 and the sadly now 
disbanded Refused. 
4 Kings Ave. Bromley London, BR14HW.England. 
NEVER GIVE UP #5 (£2 ppd) 
This is definitely the most impressive zine layout wise in 
the U-K.Paul is a graphic designer and it shows. You have 
to see what he does. Superb. Setting standards for other 
zines to try and follow.This is my fave hardcore zine 
over this side of the sea.This issue sees ints with 
Slavearc:AgnosticEront, StepBack ,Unborn, Indecision, 
Ninebar, Another Victim and Goodlife Recs.Also scene: 
reeports from: France and Malaysia, plenty or record 
reviews and writings. 
12 Target Road Portsmouth, Hants,PO2 8QT.UK. 
xngux@btintemet.com 
BREEDING DEMONS #2 (£2 ppd) 
yUKHC:. zine.Bands interrogated are Withdrawn , 
Slavearc Up Against ItFreebase and Ninebar.Lots of 


GuillNYBC@aol.com 

PUNK PLANET # 32 ($5 ppd) 

Lots of opinionated writings alongside serious chats with 
Neurosis and Submission Hold. If it’s a music zine you're 
after then this is not for you.If you want a balance of 
opinion and music check it out. 

Punk Planet PO Box 464,Chicago,IL 60690,USA, 

IN EFFECT #12 ($5 ppd) 

A must have for fans of New York hardcore.This could 
be called the NYHC encyclopedia.A spot on review 
section and loads of news from the scene.Bands 
interviewed are Skarhead, Vision,Underdog,Haods and 
Jots more.A glossy cover toollf you’re into NY hardcore 
then shell out the bucks because it’s well worth it. 

PO Box 710060,Laguardia Airport Stn,,Flushing NY 
11371-0060,NY,USA. _ ineffecthe(@aol.com 

SECOND CHOICE #5 ($5 ppd) 

1 like this.Cool photos and interviews with 
All,Discount,Elliot and a couple of bands lesser known 
to me,Stories,lots of reviews and very informative adds. 
PO Box 7067,Hackettstown.NJ07840,USA, 

ISTAND ALONE # 13 ($8 ppd) 

Comes with a 7 inch featuring Kid Dynamite doing 
Minor Threats “f don’t wanna hear it” and Dead 
Kennedys “Macholnsecurities“Elliot covering Endpoint 
and Sunday Evening Dinner Chub doing Gorilla Biscuits 
“Distance”. The zine itself is sheer class with interviews 
with: H20,The | Judas Factor ,Undying,+/- Recs. and 
more.A must have! 

PO Box 321 Buckner, KY 40010,USA_ AdeleC@ntr.net 
SUCKER! (send postage cost ) 

Covers everything from hardcore to stoner,metal to punk 
and has features cum interviews with Meshuggah, H20, 
Snapease,Toilet Boys,Gameface, Boltthrower, Cave- 
In,Queers and others. Demonspeed are the cover stars 
and the reviews are short but to the point.Stop Press ~- no 
tonger in producion but get in contact with then because 
they have started doing the wonderfil Chord magazine 
again. 

PO Box 15793,Philadelphia,PA 19103,USA, 
toodhype@aol.com 

D.LY #2 (free with postage - a couple of $$$) 
Excellent hardcore zineSick..of it All, Ensign, 
DRL Indecision,2. Man Advantage, Inbuman are all 
interviewed here.Some cool photos,web site reviews,gig 
reviews,zines and record reviews.Aiso has a hilarious 
piece called “How to be a hardcore kid in a few easy 
steps.” 

15 - 59 149 St. Queens.NY 11357,USA, 
CPMnyxhe@aol.com 

INSTANT 4 24 (6 issues = $15 ) 

Rakes of bands in  this...Cave-In,AFI, D.Murphys, 
Mr.Bungle, Vanilla Ice,Drain STH,Staind,Mike Ness, 
Reveiile and lots more.Columns and teviews.Glossy 
cover with a high quality layout. 

PO Box 2224. Woburn, MA 01888-0324, USA. 
info@instantmag.com _www.instantmag.com 

THE BOSTON BRASS DIGEST # 2 (free with 
postage) 

A ska newsletter more than a zine Interviews with 
Hepcat, Skavoovie and The Epitones.Live and record. 
reviews.A must if you're into ska big time. 


54 Sanford St..Boston. MA 02136,USA, 


BB Digest@hotmail.com 

BOSTON HARDCORE AND PUNK 
FACTSHEET # 6 (free with postage) 

A great lowdown on Boston’s hardcore and punk scene.If 
you're taking a trip over there get in touch with this lot 
first for all the venues,gigs and record shops and the 
like.Plenty of info and interviews with Bane and 
Proclamation. 

PO Box 990052.Boston. MA 02199-0052,USA. 
ChrisB9R@aol.com 

UNDER THE VOLCANO #51 (£2.29) 

Another picked up in Tower. really love the record 
reviews in this zine. They always’ seem to paint the right 
picture of what it sounds like and the fact this zine is into 
the fifties says alotInterviews. with’. Vision of 
Disorder,Breach,Error Type’ 3: 11,Relapse Recs and 
more. This is brill! 

PO Box 236,Nesconset NY 11767,USA; 
RBilackUTV@aol.com 

1 CAN’T BELIEVE IT’S NOT A FANZINE 
#3 ($3 ppd) 

Excellent.Interviews with Green Day:,Grade Bloodlet , 
The Mr, T, Experience and: more.Adam: sserms like a 
sound person and tells, a: cool’ story: from his’. spring 
break.Some good photos ‘but!a ‘waste. of six pages just 
plonking them there with no text around them.A ton of 
record reviews which introduced me to some new. bands. 
Adam Kriney,PO Box'4501,Highland Pk..NJ 08904- 
4501,USA... AdamEmo@aol.com: 

SHORTWAVE WARFARE # 3 (£3) 

J picked this up in Tower Records,Dublin.It covers’ alot 
of aggressive music. The ‘ints are: with: Integrity :,Skinlab 
,Malevolent Creation ,One’ King’: Down, Meshuggah, 
Cave-In,Fear Factory and more:Should ‘serve'as'a bridge 
between hardcore and metal.Should also: introduce fans 
of one side to the’ other ‘side and: vice: versa Record 
reviews a plenty and a separate'demo section, which I like 
to see. 

Shortwave Warfare World HQ, PMB 373,5433 
Clayton Road Clayton CA 94517, USA: 


InThoms@aol.com 
MAD AT THE WORLD #2: ($2 WORLD) 
Excellent.This zine features Breakdown,Kill Your 
Idols, DownLow,Fit for Abuse ‘and’ others.Packed knee 
deep in record reviews and writings. ‘Also features’ some 
badly drawn’ but humourous comic sketches. 

10 Garvey Drive,Jamesburg, NJ 08831,USA. 
DEAL WITH IT:#4(send postage cost) 
The “Religious. Vomit” issue. Sick: of it’ All, Sebadoh, 
Lagwagon,Bluetip,J.Robbins. and more.Superb: layout. 
Only complaint is that the interviews are a tad short, 
PQ Box 1131,Philadelphia.PA19103,0SA. 
DealMag@iaol.com 
SOUND VIEWS #54 ($3 ppd) 
Not’a full on music zine: but good none the less.Ints with 
ska band’ Inspecter':7 and author “Henry: Flesh.Full of 
reviews, writings and: opinions and’ aMygraine Boy 
cartoon. 
PO Box 23523,Brooklyna, NY 11202-3523,USA_ 
SUBDRIVE #1.02 (free with postage) 
Ints'. with’: The: Scofflaws, The Buzzards.” and Youth 
Brigade arid'a' twenty. questions section with Blood For 
Blood.Some:. letters, whtings,record;-film-'and live 
reviews: I like it even though: Pm not familiar with some 
of the bands covered: 
c/o Dave & Elizabeth,PO Box 757,.New Hyde Park, NY 
11040,USA... subdrive@mail com: 
SWEET #16 ($2 ppd) 
Traded this for: oné:of my own-at: Dropkick Murphys in 
Boston:A:: good: tead:- with: plenty of writings,record 
reviews and interviews with: Trial and KITH (Kicked In 
The Head). 

Donovan,]4 Fraser Rd Stoughton. MA 02072,.USA. 
astralpup@aol.com 

HEARTATIACK #23 ($3 ppd) 

So. much: reading in: this. one and that’s great-Always 
topical:'and ‘that’s great’ too.Shit toads of record reviews 
of bards’ f° had néver heard of and thats a good thing 
thing too.So all in all this zine is very good. 

PO Box 848, Goleta,Ca 93116,USA. 
heartattack@ebullition.com 


y.AZ #11 (£2 ppd) 

‘Lots of reading in this one.Tons of record and live 
yeviewsInterviews with Earth Crisis (excellent 
interview), Earthtone9,Paradise Lost,Kill I] This and 
some budding bands.80 pages or so,you'll be rrading for 
a week. 

Dave,Flat 1,18 Zulia Rd..Mapperley Pk.. Nottingham, 
P101 #6 (£3 ppd) 

Glossy cover.Cool cdints with Lagwagon,Blink 
482,Face to Face,China Drum,Farside and some English 
punk bands.Smells a bit commercial to me but PH be 
sending off for issue no.? none the less.The ed has 25 
tracks from Bombshell Rocks,Trial, Grade,Breach, 
Leatberface, Pinhead Circus ,VOAG and more; That wins 
it for me. 

P101 Mag.PO Box 1152, Winterboume,Bristol.BS36 
LANGUAGE OF THE MAD #4 (£2 ppd). 

Ints in’ this one with Unite, Up Front,Both Worlds,Length 
of Time,Blackfish Records and more,Basic layout’ but 
still. a: great, informative read.Jssue 5 is’ out now and, 
features: POA,Assert,Divide,Freebase,All’ Is Lost’ arid, 
2000 Stiong.Get it! 

19: Qween St. Kidserove, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs, ST7. 
sAHUK, 

REALLY FREE #10 (send postage or s,a.¢) 

§ page newsletter/zine but crammed full of tive,record 
and zitieréviews and news.Very informative.!. liked: it 
alot:Short but very effective. 

PO Box 15,Pentre Rhondda Mid Glam.CF41 7YG.UK.. 
NOTHING LEFT 49 ($4 ppd) 

This ‘comes with a 25 track cd featuring among: others, 
the Hkes of Kill Holiday, BoySetsFire,Gameface ‘and The. 
EnkindelsiInside the zine you'll find Error Type : I 1Ink 
and’ Dagger,Electric Frankenstein,columnsjalll: kinds: of: 
reviews and’ features, Very good! 

POBox 60100;Pittshurgh,PA 1521 LUSA, 
nothngli@aol.com 

KNUCKLEHEAD #2 (£2 ppd) 

A hardcore zine from Scotland and a bloody good one 
t60: Words’. from Stampin’ Ground,Freebase,Public 
Disturbance,Uppercut,Co-Exist,Awkward Thought and 
more;A’.French Scene report,columns,reviews and a 
funny David Hasselhoff tribute. 

LE Union Court Paisley,PA2 6DX, Scotland, 
Ketuekleheed@botmail.com 

SPEEN-VENT #1 (£1 ppd) 

A‘good start for issue one.Ints with Trial and Imbalance. 
Artwork, writings and reviews.Cut and paste.All very 
diy but all good none the less. 

49 West St. Chicester, W.Sussex,PO19 IRP.ULK. 
spleenvent@hotmail.com 

THE KIDS WILL HAVE THEIR SAY #5 

(£2 ppd). 

ACUK hardcore ‘publication screams this zine.And rightly 
s0.Chats’ with’ Knackledust,Imbalance,Canvas | and 
othiets.60 pages with small text so you'll be reading for 
hours.A pileof zine and record reviews and even an 
Australian’ scerie report. 

dim Hart8 Redland Court Road, Redland Bristol, BS6 
TEQ.UK, 

LAMENTATIONS OF THE FLAME 
PRINCESSS #3 ($3 ppd) 

Métalmetal and more metal.Qoops some metalcore!lf 
metals your: game you want to get this,far more 
informative than the majority of glossy mags.Bands 
featured include: Cathedral,Gorguts, Napalm Death,Stuck 
Mojo, Furmoil-Skinlab Pissing Razors and lots more. 

¢/o Jim, Ragei.710. Peachtree $t..#418 Atlanta.GA 
S0308,USA. jer@elavidze com 

fem) # 13 ( £2:40) 

Another excellent zine again picked up in Tower Records 
Dublin: Superb, layout,photos and interviews with The 
(Young) Pioneers. Kid Dynamite,Cave-InJndecision and 
Earth Crisis Plus the usual zine stuff like columns and 
Teviews Nice section on violence within the scene too 
whete he gets comments from various band members, 
Jered Boshi. (em) zine PO Box 14728,Portland,OR 
21293-0728 USA“ pressure@spinitone.com 


Send your zine for review to the usual 


address or get in contact to set up some 
trades. 


So another issue has come and gone 
and as usual theres alot of people to 
thank and say hello to. 

Michelle for the patience and support, 
Paula for the hospitality in Boston, My 
family for their patience and support 
and for putting up with the “loud 
music”, My friends for your priceless 
drinking time and humour, Liam for all 
the driving to gigs, Decky Skehan for 
your invaluable contribution and time 
spent doing interviews, All the 
contributors to this zine (Decky again , 
Shay, Jane, Karol, Skippy , Mike - 
without your help I would be gone 
insane!), Kathy at Genet, Delphine at 
Victory , Chrissie Yiannou ,Nanette at 
Fat Wreck, Ian Glasper at Blackfish , 
Mike at Triple Crown , Liam at Rise 
Above ,Santos at Hydrahead ,Vique at 
Revelation , Martin at My Records, 
Plastichead Distribution , Alain at RPP, 
2000 Strong , Residence , Andy and 
Imbalance ,Tim and Ensign Craig and 
Sick of it All, Matt and Dropkick. 
Murphys , Charlie and Kim and Voice 
of a Generation ,Dary] and Snapcase , 
Sean and Ten Point Rule , Dan and One 
4 One ,Dave and D-Phunkt Section 8 
Jason and D.S.P.A., Anti - Hero,Karl 
and Canvas, Jonathan and Undying, 
Boz of Nosebleed zine , Cormac of 
With Harmful Intent zine , Leigh 
O’Brien , Joe and Conor down in Cork 
for all their effort organising wonderful 
gigs. www.sparechangemagazine.com 
( for the stunning review of issue 
number one),Abusive Music Distro and 
last but not least anyone who came up, 
said hello and bought the zine. Thanks. 


Issue Number One is still available and 
feature interviews with Integrity 2000 , 
Residence and Imbalance ,plus the 
usual zine stuff like record and live 
reviews.Send £2 ppd or £1 plus a S.A.E 
for 70p to the address at the start.Get it 
just to see he improvements in this 
issue!! 


Contributors to do reviews , interviews , 
scene reports , columns or whatever are 
always needed no matter how good , 
bad or indifferent you think your 
English and writing skills are. 
International contributors are also very 
welcome. 


Ideally I would love to be giving out a 
compilation tape of the music reviewed 
or talked about in these pages. 


Financially 1 can’t afford to do that 
(remember this zine charges nothing for 
ads etc.,) However Pll gladly record 
compilation tapes for anyone 
interested.All you need do is send me a 
blank tape and a 30p stamp (or a 
s.a.e.).If you live outside of Ireland 
send a I.R.C. or something like that. 


Photos : 

Cover : Sick Of It All. Thanks Chrissie. 
Intro : Endstand by T.Meehan. 

Live: T.Meehan:and D.Skehan. 

All photos in interviews by T.Meehan 
except Snapcase by various. 


Your comments and suggestions are 
also very welcome.This zine is created 
to benefit the Irish underground scene 
and also to show labels that it’s worth 
sending their bands over for a gig or 
two, 


Until next time take care. 


